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1. Problem definition
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis clearly defines a relevant problem that it intends to contribute to solving.
☐ The identified problem falls within or is of clear relevance to the environmental studies field.
☐ The problem is defined and justified with references to academic or practical literature or other evidence.
☐ The research or knowledge gap is identified. 
Bonus elements (a thesis must include at least one such element for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The problem is interdisciplinary.
☐ The problem has both academic and practical significance.
☐ The problem is highly original; there has been little attempt to solve it in the past. 
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.


	



2. Aim and objectives 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis contains a clear definition of its aim and objectives, linked to the stated problem.
☐ The objectives (or research questions) break the aim into achievable coherent steps.

Bonus elements (a thesis must include at least one such element for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The stated aim and objectives are clearly and consistently pursued throughout the thesis, such that all elements of the thesis are clearly related to achieving them (there is no extraneous material). 
☐ All the stated objectives are clearly achieved.

	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



3. State of the art (literature review) 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis contains a thorough description of the current state of the art with respect to the problem it seeks to address.
☐ The literature review is relevant and focused, i.e., linked to the thesis’ aim and objectives.
☐ The literature review is thorough, i.e., covers a sufficient breadth of sources to characterize the chosen field, including representing different views if such exist.
☐ The literature review contains some synthetic, interpretive discussion of the sources, not just recitation.
☐ The literature review points to gaps in knowledge and thus justifies the thesis.
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The literature review covers extensive academic literature (peer-reviewed journal articles, other sources).
☐ The literature review identifies both classic seminal pieces shaping the field and most recent thinking.
☐ The literature review contains substantial critical discussion of the sources.
	
Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



4. Theoretical / conceptual framework / hypotheses / guiding assumptions 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis is based on sound and clearly outlined theoretical / conceptual premises.
☐ The assumptions and limitations of these theoretical premises are clearly laid out.
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The research uses advanced, complex, or novel theoretical / conceptual premises.
☐ The thesis demonstrates critical reflection on the initial theoretical / conceptual assumptions based on the findings of the research.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



5. Methods/approach 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis includes an explanation, a justification and an application of the method/approach used for achieving its aim.
☐ The methods are appropriate for achieving the aim and the objectives of the thesis.
☐ The proposed approach is justified with reference to methodological literature (as appropriate).
☐ The limitations of the proposed method/approach are clearly explained.
☐ The thesis includes an adequate description of an ethics protocol appropriate for the research. 
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The thesis uses a combination of approaches from different disciplines.
☐ The thesis uses a novel approach or a novel combination of existing approaches.
	
Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



6. Data gathering and presentation 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis incorporates rigorous quantitative and/or qualitative data and information gathered by the student from appropriate sources -.
☐ The data are relevant for the research problem, aims and objectives.
☐ Data have been analyzed correctly and appropriately with respect to the chosen method(s)/approach.
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ Data are gathered from a variety of sources (literature, databases, interviews, field studies).
☐ Large amounts of data are gathered and advanced data processing methods are used.
☐ There is a clear focus on gathering data most relevant to achieving thesis' objectives.
☐ Selectivity and discrimination are evident in the reporting of data.
☐ The validity of the data is critically discussed.
☐ Conducted expansive and/or remote fieldwork.
	
Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



7. Discussion 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis contains data interpretation which clearly explains the significance of the research’s findings, including showing how it relates to the theoretical/conceptual frameworks/hypotheses/guiding assumptions introduced in the thesis.
☐ The research findings are placed in the context of existing research and literature in the field.
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ Interpretation of data results in original/novel insights that are well justified.
☐ Advanced techniques for the interpretation of results are used.
☐ Relevant policy implications are clearly identified and critically discussed.
☐ Limitations on the generalizability of findings are discussed.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



8. Conclusions and recommendations 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis explains and reflects upon how its aims have been achieved.	
☐ The conclusions are built upon the results of the research and relate to other elements of the thesis (literature, method, etc.).
☐ The thesis contains feasible academic or practical recommendations following from the work.

Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ The conclusions are critically reflective of the thesis process.
☐ The recommendations are prioritized with a description of their feasibility in the context of the research.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



9. Presentation and organization 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ Logical structure and organization with good connections between sections and no
repetitions.
☐ Correct English spelling and grammar, correct use of abbreviations and jargon.
☐ Precise, academic language that uses hedging where appropriate.
☐ Proper referencing with due account of other people's ideas.
☐ Illustrations (figures, tables) aid communication and are correctly captioned, including acknowledgement of sources. If copyrighted material is included, the rights to do so have been investigated, and if necessary, secured.
☐ The thesis is clearly and consistently formatted into, for example, chapters, sub-chapters (where necessary) and paragraphs. Pages are numbered and a table of contents is provided.
☐ Word count is clearly shown as part of the bibliographic data and does not exceed 15,000 (excluding references and appendices).
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ Excellent, polished, easy-to-read, convincing language.
☐ Excellent organization with chapter introduction and summaries as cross-references where appropriate.
☐ Professional layout.
☐ High-quality illustrations, created by the author.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	



10. Originality
 
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
Note: The second reader may choose to evaluate originality or to defer to the judgement of the supervisor.
☐ The thesis demonstrates some originality in relation to previously published work.
☐ At least one major element of the thesis (research problem/aims, theoretical framing/hypotheses/guiding assumptions, methods, data, discussion/analysis) demonstrates originality in relation to the state of the art in the field.
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ Originality is demonstrated in several major elements of the thesis.
☐ The thesis shows substantial originality that is likely to make it of interest to professional researchers or practitioners in the field/potentially publishable.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	




10. Future prospects
Basic elements (a thesis must include all these in all categories for a grade of C+ to B+).
☐ The thesis points to possible directions for future work on the subject. 
Bonus elements (a thesis must include such elements in several categories for a grade of A- or A).
☐ Possible directions for future work are well supported by the results and discussion.
☐ Suggestions for future work include theoretically well supported, specific, actionable components. 
☐ Potential for research to be published in a peer-reviewed journal.
	Please comment on this category, including a brief explanation on the absence/presence of basic and bonus elements, as applicable.

	




