
Visual/Aural Knowledge Production

2025/26 Spring
SCHEDULE in 2025/26: double sessions on Fridays 8:50 - 12:30, April 24, May 8, 15, 22, 29, June 5.

Course Location: C 120 Media Lab
OneDrive Link: link

Lecturer: Daniel Halasz
halaszd@ceu.edu
www.danielhalasz.com
Office hours: by appointment

Course Description:

This course explores the production of artistic knowledge and its potential applications in the humanities and social sciences. It aims to
enhance students' abilities to create, manipulate, and critically reflect on images and sounds as communicative instruments and methodological
tools for transdisciplinary research. The course emphasizes the development of observational skills and combines theoretical engagement with
intuitive and poetic approaches.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate a deeper understanding of contemporary art practices
2. Exhibit increased sensitivity to the semantics and contexts of still and moving images, as well as sound
3. Apply methodological approaches from image and sound production across different disciplines
4. Develop and execute independent projects that integrate visual and aural elements
5. Demonstrate proficiency in basic technical aspects of media production

Course Structure

The course is structured around hands-on exercises, group discussions, and individual projects. Students will engage with various media
including video, photography, and sound recording. No prior technical skills are required.

Students will work in groups of 2-3 throughout the course. These groups will collaborate on exercises, provide peer feedback, and support each
other's learning process.

Course Requirements and Assessment

1. Visual/Aural Exercises (30%)
   - Three small exercises completed outside of class time
   - Exercises will be critiqued in class or during scheduled appointments

2. Midterm Submission/Final Project Proposal: Project Outline & Draft (15%)

3. Final Project (40%)
   - A personal visual/aural project developed throughout the course
   - Video projects should ideally be between 4-6 minutes
   - Photo series should include at least 6 images
   - Sound pieces should ideally be between 4-6 minutes

4. Participation in critiques and class discussions (15%)

Detailed Exercise Descriptions

Each exercise is designed to develop skills relevant to humanities and social sciences research, emphasizing observation, analysis, and
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presentation of complex ideas through visual and aural media.

Exercise 1: Sensory Ethnography (10%)

Goal: To practice ethnographic observation and documentation using visual or aural media.

Relevance to Humanities/Social Sciences: Ethnographic research methods, sensory anthropology, cultural studies.

Instructions:

1. In your group, choose a public space (e.g., a market, park, or street corner).
2. Spend 30 minutes observing the space, paying attention to sights, sounds, and interactions.
3. Create either:
   a) A 3-minute video that captures the essence of the space, or
   b) A 3-minute audio recording that represents the soundscape of the space
4. As a group, discuss how your documentation reflects social interactions, cultural practices, or use of public space.

Assessment Criteria:

- Depth of observation
- Technical execution
- Ability to capture social/cultural aspects

Exercise 2: Visual/Aural Discourse Analysis (10%)

Goal: To analyze and reinterpret public discourse using visual or aural techniques.

Relevance to Humanities/Social Sciences: Discourse analysis, media studies, political science.

Instructions:

1. As a group, select a recent local news item or public statement.
2. Analyze the key themes, rhetoric, and underlying messages.
3. Create either:
   a) A photo series (5-7 images) that visually represents the main ideas and subtexts, or
   b) A 2-3 minute sound collage that reinterprets the content using found sounds and excerpts
4. Share your creation with another group and discuss how your interpretation differs from or enhances the original message.

Assessment Criteria:

- Depth of analysis
- Creativity in visual/aural representation
- Group collaboration

Exercise 3: Multimodal Historical Narrative (10%)

Goal: To create a visual or aural narrative of a historical event or period.

Relevance to Humanities/Social Sciences: Historical research, narrative construction, public history.

Instructions:

1. As a group, select a historical event or period relevant to your studies.
2. Research the event, focusing on both factual information and sensory details of the time.
3. Create either:
   a) A 3-5 minute video essay combining historical images, video clips, and narration, or
   b) A 3-5 minute audio documentary using archival sounds, music, and narration
4. Share your creation with the class and discuss how this approach to historical narrative differs from traditional written accounts.

Assessment Criteria:

- Historical accuracy
- Effective use of visual/aural elements
- Narrative coherence
- Group collaboration
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Peer Review and Feedback Process

1. In-Class Presentations: Each group will present their work to the class, explaining their process and decisions.

2. Peer Feedback: After each presentation, other groups will provide verbal feedback, focusing on:

   - Strengths of the project
   - Areas for potential improvement
   - Questions or new perspectives raised by the work

3. Instructor Feedback: The instructor will provide verbal feedback during the presentation session and written feedback after class when
requested.

Final Project Description (40%)

Goal: To create a comprehensive visual or aural project that explores a significant topic in humanities or social sciences, demonstrating the
skills and knowledge acquired throughout the course.

Relevance to Humanities/Social Sciences: This project allows students to apply visual and aural research methods to a topic within their field
of study, potentially contributing new perspectives or modes of presentation to academic discourse.

Instructions:

1. Working individually or in pairs, choose a research question or topic relevant to your academic interests in humanities or social sciences.

2. Develop a project proposal that outlines:

   - Your research question or topic
   - The visual or aural approach you plan to take
   - How this approach will contribute to understanding or presenting your topic

3. Create either:
   a) A 4-6 minute video essay or documentary, or
   b) A 4-6 minute audio documentary or sound art piece, or
   c) A photography series of 8-10 images. 

4. Your project should incorporate:

   - Original visual or audio material created by you
   - Archival or found material (ensuring proper attribution and copyright compliance)
   - A clear narrative or argumentative structure
   - Evidence of in-depth research on your chosen topic

5. Prepare a 10-minute presentation of your project for the class, including:
   - A brief introduction to your topic and approach
   - Presentation of your visual or audio piece
   - Discussion of your process, challenges, and key insights

Assessment Criteria:

- Depth of research and analysis
- Effective use of visual or aural elements to convey ideas 
- Originality and creativity in approach
- Technical execution 
- Clarity and engagement of presentation 

Timeline:

- End of Week 3: Initial project proposals due
- Week 4: In-class presentation and peer/instructor feedback on proposals; project development begins
- Week 5: Progress check-in and peer feedback session
- Week 6: Final presentations

Peer and Instructor Feedback:

- Students will provide short written feedback on two other projects after the Week 5 check-in.
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- The instructor will provide verbal feedback during the check-in and final presentation, as well as written feedback after the final submission.

Diversity of perspectives

Course materials and examples are selected with an effort to try represent a wide range of cultural, political, and various other perspectives in
art and media. The canon of art is Western-dominated, so participants are encouraged to bring examples showcasing more diverse
perspectives and to discuss how different cultural contexts might influence interpretations of the works we study or create. Exercise prompts
are also designed to allow you to explore themes relevant to your own identities and experiences.

- Course overview and expectations
- Introduction to observational techniques in visual and aural media
- Exercise 1 introduced

Anna Atkins __ Photographs of British Algae
Martin Parr __ Small World // Parking Spaces // Autoportait
Mate Bartha __ The secret life of AC units // Anima Mundi
Tehnica Schweiz __ Garage project
Wolfgang Tillmans __ 14th Street
Hayahisa Tomiyasu __ TTP
Ben Judd __ I Remember (Arrivals)
Katarzyna Kozyra __ Men's bathhouse // Women's bathouse
Edward Muybridge
Sam Taylor-Wood __ Still life // A little death
Erwin Wurm __ One minute sculptures
Marcell Esterhazy __ 4'33 // v.n.p. v2.0
Andy Warhol __  Empire // Sleep
Chris Marker __ Sans Soleil, 1983, 100 min (uploaded)
Renzo Martens __ Enjoy Poverty - Episode III
WJT Mitchell __ The pictorial turn

- Review of Exercise 1
- Lecture: Historical, poetic, and political approaches in visual/aural art
- Group discussion on selected artworks
- Exercise 2 introduced

Diego Velázquez __ Rokeby Venus, c. 1647 - 1651
Guerilla Girls __ Do women have to be ... ?
Leni Riefenstahl __ Triumph of the Will, 1935
Tibor Hajas __ Self-Fashion Show, 1976, 14 min
Boris Mikhailov __ Case History, 1997-98, Series of over 400 photographs
Lőrinc Borsos __ Flags // Cute Little Aquarelles II // Four One Minute Silences // Pitch
Abbas Kiarostami __ Shirin, 2008, 90 min
Herz Frank __ Ten Minutes Older, 1978, 10 min
Shirin Neshat __ Women of Allah (1990s, photographs)
Martin Kollár __ Nothing Special // Provisional Arrangement

Main Course Forum

Week 1 // Introduction: Moments of Observation and Time

Sans Soleil

renzo martens - enjoy poverty - episode III

Week 2 // The methodologies: History, Poetics and Politics
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Francis Alÿs __ Children's Games // Reel-Unreel // When Faith Moves Mountains
Nikita Teryoshin __ Nothing Personal
Sanja Iveković __ Gen XX // Triangle
Csaba Nemes __ In the footsteps of Henry Moore
Katarina Sevic & Gergely Laszlo __ The Seeker

Johannes Gierlinger __ Remapping the Origins, 2018, 42 min (uploaded)
Joshua Oppenheimer __ The Act of Killing (2hr 46 min) // The Look of Silence (1hr 39 min)

Harun Farocki, Andrei Ujica __ Videograms of a Revolution, 1992, 106 min (uploaded)

Due May 7, 10pm
to be uploaded to our shared OneDrive folder

- Review of Exercise 2
- Exploration of documentary practices in visual and sound art
- Workshop: Basic techniques in photo, video and sound recording
- Midterm project proposals task explained

Taryn Simon __ Innocents (film part 1, film part 2)
Bieke Deporteer __ As it may be
Dani Gal __ As From Afar, 2013, 26 min 48 sec (uploaded)
Forensic Architecture __ Russian Strike on the Kyiv TV Tower, 2022, 9 min 13 sec
Hito Steyerl __ The Tower, 2015, 6 min 54 sec
Broomberg & Chanarin __ War Primer 2 // To photograph the details of a dark horse in low light // The day nobody died
Donald Weber __ War Sand
Olja Triaška Stefanović __ As if it never happened, 2015-2017
Ruth Beckermann __ East of War, 1996, 117 min (uploaded)

Due May 14, 10pm
to be uploaded to our shared OneDrive

Exercise 1

Eva Kernbauer, "Visual Instruction. Historical Representation in Contemporary Art", in: Art/Histories, Munich: Hirmer 2014

Remapping the Origins

Videograms of a Revolution

Week 3 // Documentarism: Images and Sounds as Facts

Exercise 2

Hito Steyerl, "Documentarism as Politics of Truth"

Hito Steyerl, "Politics of Truth. Documentarism in the Art Field", in: Springerin

As From Afar

East of War

Week 4 // The Archive: Found Images, Sounds & Memory
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- Midterm project proposal presentations
- Lecture: Working with archives and found materials
- Exercise 3 introduced

Carmen Winant __ My birth (exhibition) - My birth (book)
The Atlas Group / Walid Raad __ We have never been more populated // The bleeding heart cookbook // Notebook 38 __ 1989 - 2004
Erik Kessels __ 24 hours in photos
Larry Sultan & Mike Mandel __ Evidence
Sanja Iveković __ Lady Rosa of Luxembourg
Ágnes Sós __ Stream of Love / Szerelempatak, 2013, 70 min
Lucia Nimcova __ Bajka / Tell Tale, 2016, 38 min 45 sec
Deimantas Narkevičius __ The Role of a Lifetime, 2003
Chris Marker __ La jetee, 1962, 28 min (uploaded)
Boris Mikhailov __ Unfinished Dissertation
Jonas Mekas __ Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania, 1972, 81 min (uploaded)
Peter Forgacs __ The Maelstrom

Due May 21, 10pm
to be uploaded to our shared OneDrive

The proposal should contain: 

- Project Title (provisional),

- brief outline explaining the what/why/how of the project:
What (Topic/Research Question - 1 sentence),
Why (Relevance/Interest - 1-2 sentences),
How (Visual/Aural Approach - 1-2 sentences, 
e.g., "observational video," "photo series with text," "soundscape with archival audio")

- 3-4 references of similar and/or inspirational visual projects,

- test images/footage/sound recordings/etc.

- Review of Exercise 3
- Final Project progress check-in and peer feedback
- Exploration of walking as a method for artistic creation
- Field recording techniques (visual and aural)

Walking as Artistic Practice
BorderXing Guide [2]
Walking every block of NYC
Francis Alÿs __  The Green Line // The Leak // Sometimes making something leads to nothing
Regina José Galindo __ Who can erase the traces?
Marina Abramović & Ulay __ Two Lovers - the Great Wall Walk
The Loiterers Resistance Movement 
Radical Cartography

Following:
Edgar Allan Poe - The Man of the Crowd 1840
Yoko Ono - Rape 1969
Vito Acconci - Following Piece 1969

Midterm submission of final project proposal

Sven Luetticken, "Transforming Time", in: History in Motion

La jetee

Reminiscences of a Journey to Lithuania

Week 5 // Walking as an Artistic Practice
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Alisa Oleva - Moscow's sleeping district
Sophie Calle __ Suite Vénitienne [flip through]

Olivia Mihaltianu __ 7-Days, 2013, 124 min
Sanja Iveković __ Personal Cuts, 1982, 3 min 25 sec

- Final project presentations
- Course reflection and evaluation

Due June 10, 10pm
to be uploaded to our shared OneDrive

The topic of your final project is freely chosen. You could refer to assignments fulfilled during the course or develop your own topic. In case of a video, the
ideal length is no longer than 6 min. In case of a photo series, at least 6 images.

Trinh T. Minh-ha: Reassemblage
https://vimeo.com/812809962

Orson Welles - War Of The Worlds - Radio Broadcast 1938
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xs0K4ApWl4g

Mullaney & Rea __ Where Research Begins // Fifty Ways to Read a Cereal Box

Exercise 3

Allan Sekula, "On the Invention of Photographic Meaning", in: Artforum International

Allan Sekula, "On the Invention of Photographic Meaning", in: Artforum International Magazine

Personal Cuts. Sanja Iveković

Week 6 // Final Presentations and Reflection

Final Project

Further inspiration
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