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Instructor: Simona Toroțcoi
Course schedule: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 13:30 CET 
Course location: Online https://theinclusivityproject-org.zoom.us/j/81018160051 
Office hours and individual consultations: by appointment (mandatory on a regular basic)

1. Course Description  
This course aims to introduce students to basic knowledge in public policy and engage them in learning activities which will be the foundation for their original thinking for a policy-making perspective. The course is an introductory step in preparing students for acquiring the necessary skills for further graduate level studies in the field of public policy and related areas.

2. Course Objectives  
The course aims to:  
· Introduce students to the core literature in the field
· Familiarize students with the core frameworks for understanding public policies 
· Enable the students to analyze different policy processes 
· Expose students to different policy issues and debates in the field
· Prepare the students for acquiring the necessary graduate level public policy knowledge and skills
· Teach the students critical reading and to encourage them to think in theoretical and analytical terms

3. Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will be able:
· To articulate core concepts, principles, theories and approaches in the field
· To analyze actors, institutions and their behavior in the policy processes








4. Course Structure  
The course is structured in three main blocks. The first block focuses on one of the most important ways of policy-making: the policy cycle and its main stages. The second module aims to familiarize students with the field of microeconomics. 

	Week
	1st Session Topic 
	2nd Session Topic 

	1
	Introduction 
	Understanding the policy cycle  

	2
	Agenda setting
	Agenda setting in practice

	3
	Decision-making
	Decision making in practice

	4
	Policy implementation
	Policy implementation in practice

	5
	Policy monitoring 
	Policy monitoring in practice

	6
	Policy evaluation
	Policy evaluation in practice
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	The policy cycle in practice 
	Term paper -updates

	8
	Ten Principles of Economics & Thinking Like an Economist
	Interdependence and the Gains from Trade

	9
	The Market Forces of Demand 
	The Market Forces of Supply

	12
	Supply, Demand, and Government Policies
	Final quiz 

	11
	Paper presentations -Wrap-up



5. Assessment and Requirements
Attendance at all classes is a crucial part of the education offered by CEU. In case of missing classes, the student will be asked to write a make-up assignment as decided by the instructor. Late arrivals should be avoided. If students are not able to attend a class, they should let the instructor know in advance. 

Participation – 20% 
Students are expected to attend all classes, prepare for each session as well as take active part in class discussions. Participation will be assessed both quantitatively and quantitatively. Students are expected to prepare the required reading and be prepared to (randomly) provide a 5-minute overview/summary of the required. Students are expected to submit 1-2 discussion points/questions one day (24h) prior the session. The questions can be content and/or methodology related, or any other aspect(s) you did not understand from the reading. The aim of the discussion points is to encourage students prepare prior to the class and direct class discussion towards important aspects raised by the students. Make sure you provide a clear context of your question and you do not repeat a point raised by your colleagues. Students whose performance in respect to participation has not been satisfactory should receive a warning in writing.
Student presentations – 20%
Every student is expected to give an oral presentation (15-20 minutes). The student presentation is expected to reflect how the theoretical/conceptual aspect(s) from the class is reflected in that specific policy issue/area. Students are expected to send in advance (at one working day before the presentation is taking place) an outline of the presentation, so that feedback and suggestions can be provided. Failing to send an outline will result in lowering the grade of the presentation. At the end of the course and students will present their draft final papers. This presentation is not graded! This will be an opportunity to receive firsthand feedback. 
Reflection papers – 10% 
During the first module students are expected to write 1 short reflection paper of 400-500 words. The reflection papers should be on the topic of a session and contain students’ position on a specific issue as illustrated in a required reading. It may contain a summary of the main points either in the required reading, followed, of course, by students’ own opinion and arguments. The paper should be on the required reading from the first session. The paper should be sent to the instructor by email one day prior to the start of the session dealing with that required reading. With the students’ agreement, specific points from the papers can be discussed in the class.
Microeconomics quiz – 10% 
Before each session from the Microeconomics module students will be given a short ungraded quiz (max 10 questions) related to the assigned readings for that class. A final quiz will account as 10% the grade of the final grade. 

Final paper - 40%
For the final paper students are required to submit a 3000 words final paper. The paper is a literature review of their RGPP final paper. TBD.

6. Academic Integrity
All assignments should be students’ original work, plagiarism is not accepted nor tolerated. Students are encouraged to make use of the office hours and have weekly individual meetings with the course instructor and discuss issues related to their academic performance in the course (presentations, assignments, etc.), and if relevant in the program.  All assignments should be students’ original work, plagiarism is not accepted nor tolerated. CEU maintains the staunchest regard for academic integrity and expects good academic practice from students in their studies. While ChatGPT or any other AI tools can be a valuable resource for generating ideas and providing insights, it is essential to recognize the boundaries of its usage to avoid plagiarism. There are several academic risks of over-reliance on AI, including misrepresentation of AI-generated content as original work, and the lack of critical engagement with information. Students can use AI tools as a supplement rather than a replacement for original thought and research. The use of AI should be clearly and explicitly mentioned as an annex to the written work, detailing what tools have been used and how. A failure to provide such documentation, if the use of AI is identified, may be considered a breach of academic integrity or transparency standards.

7. Readings 
All readings (except the recommended ones) are mandatory and to be completed before class, as they will be the basis for the class discussions. There is a possibility of some changes to the scheduled class readings. You will be notified of any changes made, if the case. The core book for this term is (you can search the library and propose a book that is suitable for you but addresses the policy cycle and its phases):  
Fischer, F., Miller, G., J. and Sidney, M.S., (Eds.). (2006). Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory, Politics, and Methods, by CRC Press: Taylor & Francis Group. Available here: Handbook of Public Policy Analysis.pdf - Google Drive
8. Policy on Late Submission of Papers
Assignments/essays that are up to 24 hours late can be downgraded. Grades and comments will be returned to students in a timely fashion. Students are also entitled to make an appointment to discuss essay assignments and feedback during instructors’ office hours. Students are entitled to make an appointment with an instructor to discuss seminar participation, or may be asked to meet with the instructor at any stage in the semester regarding class progress. 

9. Course structure in detail

Week 1 Session 1 – Introduction 
· In this session we will go through the plan of the semester. We will set course expectations, agree on common behaviors and class etiquette. Finally, we will go through the main requirements of the course.
· Required reading: The Real Policy Cycle: Everything You Need to Know 

Week 1 Session 2 – Understanding the policy cycle 
· The policy cycle is about the steps policy makers take from facing a problem to find its solution and then looking at the problem again. In this session we will discuss whether the policy cycle is a reliable too to understand policy making and policy change; we will try to identify its strengths and weaknesses but also the opportunities it brings along. 
Required reading: Chapter 4.

Week 2 Session 1 – Agenda setting 
· Once a problem requiring a policy solution has been identified, the process of policy development includes how the problem is framed by various stakeholders (issues framing), which problems make it onto the policymaking agenda, and how the policy (or law) is formulated. Together, these steps, often not conducted in a linear fashion, determine whether a problem or policy proposal is acted on. (Source: Policy Project)
Required reading: Chapter 5
   
Week 2 Session 2 – Agenda setting in practice 

Week 3 Session 1 – Decision-making
· Required reading: Howlett, M., Ramesh, M., and Perl, A. (1995). Public Policy Decision-Making. In Studying Public Policy: Policy Cycles and Policy Subsystems. Toronto: Oxford University Press. Chapter 6. Available here:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1swYXY2wsatN8DrGgnXdRa0v7kqGt2zxb/view?usp=sharing    
Week 3 Session 2 - Decision-making in practice
-          Decision making simulation game

Week 4 Session 1 – Policy implementation 
Required reading: Chapter 7

Week 4 Session 2 – Policy implementation in practice
· Guest speaker TBD

Week 5 Session 1 - Policy monitoring
Required reading: Rorke, B (2022). Roma inclusion: Another decade, another debacle? Dilemmas of participation’. In Marek Hojsík, Georgetta Munteanu, Violetta Zentai (editors), From the shadow to the limelight: the value of civil society policy monitoring knowledge in Roma equality struggles. The Center for Policy Studies and the Democracy Institute, Central European University.

Week 5 Session 2 - Policy monitoring in practice
· Guest speaker - Roma Civil Monitoring 

Week 6 Session 1 - Policy evaluation
Required reading: Chapter 26.

Week 6 Session 2 - Policy evaluation in practice
· Guest speaker - TBD

Week 7 – The policy cycle in practice: case study

Microeconomics This module uses Gregory Mankiw’s book Principles of Economics 

Week 8

-          Session 1 Chapter 1 & 2 Ten Principles of Economics, Thinking Like an Economist

-          Session  2 Interdependence and the Gains from Trade

Week 9

-          Session 1 Chapter 4 The Market Forces of Demand 

-          Session 2 Chapter 5 The Market Forces of Supply

Week 10

-          Session 1 Supply, Demand, and Government Policies- Final quiz 

-          Session 2 Final essays draft presentations and Course wrap-up
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