Syllabus
Introduction to Philosophy of Religion
(BA class, 2 credits, 4 ECTS credits, Winter semester, 2024/25, elective)
Instructor: György Geréby (QS 214b)  
Department of Historical Studies
Teaching assistant: Bálint Békefi, PhD candidate
E-mail: gerebygy@ceu.edu; gyorgy.gereby@gmail.com
Prerequisites: none
Course e-learning site: 
Office Hours: 
Wednesday, 9 am – 11 am, or by appointment
Introduction 
The course is offered for those coming to philosophy for the first time. Structured around a series of key issues, the course provides insight into the philosophical inquiry of problems in religion. These problems are partly traditional and partly modern. The course centres around the problems and introduces methods for discussing them. The classes offer a critical examination of the central questions of religion, including the existence of God, mysticism, miracles, creationism, the truth and Bible, the problem of evil, salvation and atheism. The religious issues analysed are raised mainly in the Jewish, Christian and Muslim contexts, but there will also be issues related to Buddhism and Hinduism.    
Learning outcomes
In the course, students will become familiar with, in addition to the various arguments of God’s existence, the problem of evil, divine attributes, divine hiddenness, the nature of revelation, the doctrine of the afterlife, the rationality of belief systems, and the nature of religious experience. The students will get first-hand experience by becoming familiar with primary religious texts and learning how to think about them. 
Course details and bibliography
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Remark 

	Module 1. Religion and reason

	
17.09
	1/A. Intro: what is religion? God, gods, spirits. One God. Divine monarchy or polyarchy. Existential or analytical problem? The God of reason or the God of faith? 
	Y ch. 3. 21-36
	 GyG

	19.09
	1/B. On the nature of the gods. (Cicero) Religion as tradition. Myth and history.The gods of the philosophical schools. 
	Cicero, selections. 
On the nature of the gods. Bk. I.ch. XLII-XLIV.; Bk.II. ch. I-II; VII-VIII; XXIX-XXXVI. 
	GyG

	24.09
	2/A. Knowledge and belief. The intelligible and the empirical. Transcendence. 
	 W. ch. 10. 245-269. 
Suggested: Kolakowski, 59-97.

	GyG

	26.09
	2/B. Plato: the Three Great Similes. 
	Plato, Republic, selections: 507b-509c; 509d-511e; 514a-520a. 
F 371-382
	 GyG

	01.10
	3/A. Reason and revelation. Bible. Truth and history. Literal and allegorical meaning. 
	W ch. 13. 323-343
Thomas Aquinas, Contra gentiles 1. chapters 3-4-5.
	 GyG

	03.10
	3/B. God in history. The phenomenon of liturgy
	Danielou, Bible and the Liturgy, ch. 4. 70-85. 
Gen ch. 1, 2, 11:1-13.
Acts 17:16-34
	 GyG

	08.10
	4/A. God and language. The unknown god. 
	 D ch. 7. 139-157. 
Suggested: Kolakowski, 161-206.
	 GyG

	10.10
	4/B. God as known. Divine properties and the problem of the divine names. 

	The Anonymous Hymn to God. 
Robert K. Clark. Words Cannot Name Thee: A Hymn to God and Its Author. 

https://thefintrytrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Words-Cannot-Name-Thee.pdf 

Suggested: Mullins, R. T. Simply Impossible: A Case against Divine Simplicity, Journal of Reformed Theology 7 (2013) 181-203. 
https://philarchive.org/archive/MULSIA-2 
	 GyG

	Module 2. Existence of God. Arguments and counterarguments

	15.10
	5/A. Proofs of the existence of God. Anselm’s proof. 
	Anselm, Proslogion chs. 2 and 3. 

Suggested: D. ch.5. 98-114, esp. 98-100; M. 113-124.
	 GyG

	17.10
	5/B. Other arguments: Descartes. Plantinga. 
	Descartes, Meditations V. (pages 1-23 — 1-25)
D. ch. 5. 100-102. 

Suggested: Page, B., Arguing to Theism from Consciousness, Faith and Philosophy, 2020, 336-362. 
	 GyG

	22.10
	6/A. Arguments from design. Teleological arguments. Chance. Evolution.
	D. ch. 4. 74-97. 
Suggested: M. 133-152.
	 B. B. 

	24.10
	6/B. Cosmological arguments. The anthropic principle. 
	D. ch. 3. 48-73. 
Psalm 103 
Suggested: M. 153-162.
	 B.B.

	05.11
	7/A. Atheism. A world without gods.
	Y. ch. 7. 85-96. 
	 GyG

	07.11
	7/B. Differences between religions. World religions: Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism.  
	Li Ren from Anaclets of Confucius https://ctext.org/analects/li-ren

Sīla and Samādhi, Surendranath Dasgupta, 1940.

Suggested: 
Glasenapp, H.v. (1963) Non-Christian Religions A-Z. ed. H. L. Friess. New York. 
Koslowski, P. (ed.) (2001) The Concept of God, the Origin of the World, and the Image of the Human in the World Religions. Dordrecht.

	 GyG

	Module 3. Ethics, religion, and society

	12.11
	8/A. Grace and free will. God’s power.
	God takes risks. PV. 218-241.
Suggested: M. 53-69.
	 GyG

	14.11
	8/B. Sin. Original sin. Weakness of the will. 
	Augustine. De Trinitate, xii, 12.
Thomas Aquinas. ST I. 83. 
W. Mann, “Inner-Life Ethics,” 140-65.
	 GyG


	19.11
	9/A. Theodicy. The problem of evil. 
	Kolakowski. 19-58. 
Suggested: M. 198-218.

	 GyG

	21.11
	9/B. Existence of evil
	Boetius. The Consolation of Philosophy. IV.2
Pseudo-Dionysius. The Divine Names. IV.20-35.
Suggested: D. 208-31.
	 GyG

	26.11
	10/A. Ethics and religion. Stoicism. 
	W. 344-362.
Suggested: PV. 55-84.
	 GyG


	28.11
	10/B. Moral pluralism and common morality
	Ralph McInerny. “Aquinas's moral theory.” In Journal of Medical Ethics, 1987, 13, 31-33.(https://jme.bmj.com/content/medethics/13/1/31.full.pdf)
 
Suggested: D. 264-283.
	GyG 

	03.12
	11/A. Immortality of the soul and afterlife. 
	Ezekiel ch. 37 
PV ch. 6 (pp. 164 – 187) and ch. 10. (268 – 289)
Suggested: M. 81-112; Kolakowski, 152-160;
D. 289-312.
	 GyG


	05.12
	11/B. Religion and polity. Church and state.
	Josephus Flavius. Gregory Nazianzen. Eusebius of Caesarea, VC selections. 
Suggested: Geréby, Political Theology versus Theological Politics, 7-33.
	 GyG


	Module 4. Religious experience

	10.12
	12/A. Experience of the divine. Mysticism.

	W. 138-167.

Hildegard von Bingen. “First Vision. On the Origin of Life.” In The Book of Divine Works. Ten Visions of God’s
Deeds in the World and Humanity.

Carl Jung.The Seven Sermons to the Dead
http://gnosis.org/library/7Sermons.htm

Suggested: Kolakowski, 98-151; M. 163-78; D. 119-35. 

	 GyG


	12.12
	12/B. Concluding discussion. Visit to the Kunsthistorisches Museum. 
	 No readings.
	 GyG
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Assignments
Class journals for the first three modules should be 550+ words long and include reflections on the whole module or one of the lectures and the readings. They can also include questions. The deadline for each class journal is one week after the module ends. Hence the deadlines are: 17.10; 14.11; 12.12 midnight).
Write in your own words. Plagiarism is mean and prohibited. Do not use ChatGPT, for your own sake. 
Depending on participation there will be presentations. The topics for the presentation should be chosen from among the primary readings for the discussions before 03.10 (end of the Third Week). The presentation should be 15 minutes long. Discussions will follow.

Assessment
Participation – 30%
Three class journals – 45% 
Short presentation – 25% 
Grading criteria
· active participation in the discussions 
· submitting all class journals according to the requirements 
· consistency of the journals
· meeting the deadlines 
1

