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‘Thinking without comparison is unthinkable.’ Yet the comparative method has become something distinctive, and comparative history, politics, government, literature as well as comparative-historical sociology have been institutionalized as separate fields. The course explores these explicit comparative strategies in the social sciences and the humanities. It, however, goes beyond that and handles comparison as a cultural system. The course scrutinizes the cultural embeddedness of the logic and categories of comparison, the location of ‘general’ social theory as well as issues pertaining to hegemony, ideology, knowledge and its division into disciplines. How do we think with disciplines? How do disciplinary habitus ground practices of comparison and in general, the business of research?

Globalization has produced an awareness of intertwined histories and social conditions, and a new configuration of similarity and difference, which challenge social research and comparative thinking. This will receive special attention in class. 
Readings are of two types: (1) texts on comparative strategies and (2) examples of comparative research. The purpose of the class is to enhance your critical skills and help you develop a constructive, theoretically and practically viable approach to your dissertation research.

You are required 

--to come to class prepared, (cca. 30% of your grade)
--to prepare a few critical summaries of the readings that are to initiate discussion in class (on a rotating basis), (30% of your grade)
--to devise a comparative research design based on the approaches discussed in class, preferably along the lines of your dissertation research. This is the term paper to be submitted shortly after the end of classes (40% of the grade).
N.B. It is a PhD seminar, and it is assumed that you are genuinely interested in participating in the class. Participation includes attendance. One absence during the semester is excusable, however, a note in advance about your missing a class is always appreciated.

Learning outcomes

a. The class is designed to help you obtain fluency in reading and understanding debates concerning the epistemology of various social science disciplines;

b. acquire advanced skills in pursuing comparative research;

c. not fetishize comparative research, that is, be aware of the strength and limitations of comparative research in general, its major elements and various strategies;
d. think through how social processes (e.g. globalization) can influence the practice of social sciences;
e. develop a sensitivity to how different disciplines (sociology, history, anthropology) deal with fundamental research questions, and think about the challenges of multi- and interdisciplinarity along these lines.
Week 1 Introduction
Jorge Luis Borges. “Funes, the Memorious” 1942. In Borges, Ficciones, pp. 107-115.
Marsha Gessen. "Hannah Arendt Prize: Comparison is the way we know the world" Die Zeit, December 18, 2023 (2 pgs)
Part 1 The comparative method
Week 2 Macrosocial comparisons in historical studies: the classics
Theda Skocpol & Margaret Somers. 1994. “The uses of comparative history in macrosocial inquiry” Pp. 72-95 in Skocpol: Social Revolutions in the Modern World. Cambridge.

Clifford Geertz. 1968. Islam Observed. Religious Development in Morocco and Indonesia. Chicago, Chapter 1 “Two Countries, Two Cultures” Pp. 1-22.

Theda Skocpol. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia and China. Cambridge.

Introduction, Pp. 3-43.

Skocpol. 1976. “France, Russia, China: A Structural Analysis of Social Revolutions” Comparative Studies in Society and History 18, 2: 175-210.

Recommended:
Skocpol, States …, Chapter 1 “Old-Regime States in Crisis” Pp.47-111, and the rest.
Charles Ragin. 1987. The Comparative Method. California. Pp.1-69.

Michael Burawoy. 1989. “Two Methods in Search of Science” Theory and Society 18: 759-805.
Week 3 

1. The institutionalization of comparative-historical sociology

2. Microhistorical, asymmetrical and implicit comparisons
Loïc Wacquant. “Urban Outcasts: Stigma and Division in the Black American Ghetto and the French Urban Periphery” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 17, 3 (1993): 366-83.

George Steinmetz. 2003. “’The Devil's Handwriting’: Precolonial Discourse, Ethnographic Acuity, and Cross-Identification in German Colonialism” Comparative Studies in Society and History 45, 1: 41-95.
Geoffrey Crossick and Heinz-Gerhard Haupt. 1984. “Shopkeepers, master artisans, and the historian: the petite-bourgeoisie in comparative focus” Pp. 3-31 in Crossick & Haupt: Shopkeepers and master artisans in nineteenth century Europe. London: Methuen.

Max Weber. 1958. “The Occidental City” Pp. 91-120 in The City. The Free Press.

Comparative & Historical Sociology, Newsletter of the ASA Comparative and Historical Sociology section, vol. 18, no.1 (Fall 2006).

Recommended:
Julia Adams, Elisabeth Clemens, Ann Orloff. 2005. “Social Theory, Modernity, and the Three Waves of Historical Sociology” Pp. 1-72 in Remaking Modernity: Politics, History, and Sociology. Duke.
Loïc Wacquant. 2008. Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality. Polity.
George Steinmetz. 2007. The Devil's Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa. Chicago.

Alexis de Tocqueville. 1969. Democracy in America. J.P. Mayer. Pp. 31-57; 305-8.

Week 4 

1. The morphological method and the interpretation of historical evidence

2. Disentangling difference

3. Tensions of disciplines: case studies and causal analyses

Carlo Ginzburg. 1990 [1986] “Clues: Roots of an Evidential Paradigm” Pp.96-125

“The Inquisitor as Anthropologist” Pp. 156-164 in Myths, Emblems, Clues. Hutchinson.

George Steinmetz. 2004. “Odious Comparisons: Incommensurability, the Case Study, and “Small N’s” in Sociology” Sociological Theory 22:3 (September):371-400.

Josh Pacewicz. 2024. "From Causality to Constitution: Why Good Historical Comparisons Are the Same as Good Ethnographic Case Studies, Deep Down?” Pp. 96-118 in Nicholas Wilson and Damon Mayrl (eds.) Comparison after Positivism: New Approaches to Comparison in Historical Sociology. Columbia.
Judit Bodnar. 2001. “Constructing Difference” Pp.13-34 in Fin de Millenaire Budapest. Minnesota.

Recommended:
Peter Baldwin. 2004. “Comparing and Generalizing: Why all history is comparative, yet no history is sociology” Pp. 1-22 in Deborah Cohen and Maura O’Conner (eds.) Comparison and History: Europe in Cross-National Perspective. Routledge.

Carlo Ginzburg. 1991. Ecstasies: Deciphering the Witches’ Sabbath. Penguin. “Eurasian Conjectures” Pp.207-25; Introduction 1-30.
Etienne Balibar. 1991. [1988] ‘Class Racism’ Pp. 204-216 in Etienne Balibar and Immanuel Wallerstein (eds.) Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities. New York: Verso.

Week 5 Historical comparisons in a global system
Jürgen Kocka. 1999. “Asymmetrical Historical Comparison: The Case of the German Sonderweg” History & Theory 38, 1: 40-50.

Sebastian Konrad. 1999. “What Time is Japan? Problems of Comparative (Intercultural) Historiography” History & Theory 38, 1: 67-83.

Immanuel Wallerstein. 2000. “World-Systems Analysis” Pp.129-48 in The Essential Wallerstein, New York.

Philip McMichael. 1990. “Incorporating Comparison within a World-Historical Perspective: An Alternative Comparative Method” American Sociological Review 55 (June): 385-97.

Andrew B. Liu, Tea War: A History of Capitalism in China and India. Yale University Press. 2020.

Introduction. Pp. 1-25.

Recommended:
Eric R. Wolf. 1982. Europe and the People Without History. California.
Sidney W. Mintz. 1985. Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History. Viking-Penguin.

Marshall Sahlins. 1988. Cosmologies of Capitalism: The Trans-Pacific Sector of ‘The World           System’ Proceedings of the British Academy, LXXIV, 1-51.
Philip McMichael. 2000. “World-Systems Analysis, Globalization and Incorporated Comparisons” Journal of World System Research VI, 3 (Fall/Winter): 68-99.

Christopher Chase-Dunn and Thomas D. Hall. 1997. Rise and Demise: Comparing World Systems. Westview Press.

Week 6 How the new evolves: the meaning and temporality of change
William H. Sewell Jr. 1996. “Three Temporalities: Toward an Eventful Sociology” Pp.245-280 in Terence McDonald (ed.) The Historic Turn in the Human Sciences. Michigan.

Saskia Sassen. 2006. Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages. Princeton. 

Introduction, Pp.1-24.

“Disassembling the national” 143-7.
“The tipping point” Pp.148-221.

Richard G. Fox. 2002. “The study of historical transformation in American anthropology” Pp. 167-184 in Andre Gingrich and Richard. G. Fox (eds.) Anthropology, by comparison. Routledge.

Recommended:

Andrew Abbott. 2001. Time Matters. Chicago.

William H. Sewell Jr. 1996. “Historical events as transformations of structures: Inventing revolution at the Bastille” Theory and Society 25:841-881.

Andrew Abbott. 2007. “Against Narrative: A Preface to Lyrical Sociology” Sociological Theory 25, 1: 67-99.
Part 2
Week 7 Dichotomy of cultures and civilizations: Orientalism and Occidentalism
Edward Said. 1978. Orientalism. Vintage. 

Required: Pp.31-72; 113-23.

Recommended: the rest

Edward Said. 1993. “Secular Interpretation, the Geographical Element, and the Methodology of Imperialism” in Culture and Imperialism. Alfred A. Knopf. Reprinted in Prakash (ed.) After Colonialism. Pp.21-39.

Michael Herzfeld. 1995. “Hellenism and Occidentalism: The Permutations of Performance in Greek Bourgeois Identity” Pp. 218-233 in James G. Carrier (ed.) Occidentalism. Clarendon.

Neil Lazarus. 2002. “The fetish of the “West” in postcolonial theory” pp. 43-64 in Crystal Bartolovich and Neil Lazarus (eds.) Marxism, Modernity & Postcolonial Studies. Cambridge.

Recommended: 

Sadik Jalal al-‘Azm. “Orientalism and Orientalism in Reverse” Khamsin 8: 5-24.

Stanley Bill: Seeking the Authentic. Polish Culture and the Nature of Postcolonial Theory

http://nonsite.org/article/seeking-the-authentic-polish-culture-and-the-nature-of-postcolonial-theory
Week 8 Knowledge, context and location: schools and epistemic communities
1. Theory from the North and South

2. The Chicago, LA and New York Schools of Urbanism
Raewyn Connell. 2006. “Northern theory: The political geography of general social theory. Theory and Society 35: 237-64. 

John and Jean Comaroff. Theory from the South, or How Euro-America is Evolving Toward Africa. Paradigm Publishers. 2011.

Chapter 1. “Theory from the South” Pp. 1-49.

Denis Judd and Dick Simpson (eds.) The City, Revisited: Urban Theory from Chicago, Los Angeles, and New York. Minnesota.

Dennis Judd. “Theorizing the City” Pp. 3-20.

Michael Dear and Steven Flusty. 1998. “Postmodern Urbanism” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 88(1): 50-72.

Recommended: 
Raewyn Connell. 2007. Southern Theory. The Global Dynamics of Knowledge in Social Science. Polity.

John and Jean Comaroff. Theory from the South. Paradigm Publishers. 2011. Further chapters
Roderick McKenzie. 1925. “The ecological approach” pp. 63-79 in Park, Burgess and McKenzie, The city.

Part 3 Selected topics from social research

Week 9 Paths to neoliberalism: the multiple historical origins of a global policy paradigm
Marion Fourcade-Gourinchas and Sarah L. Babb. 2002. “The Rebirth of the Liberal Creed: Paths to Neoliberalism in Four Countries” AJS 108, 3:533-79.

Monica Prasad. 2006. The Politics of Free Markets: The Rise of Neoliberal Economic Policies in Britain, France, Germany, and the United States. Chicago.

Introduction. Pp. 1-42. 
One chapter/country out of the four (cca. 60 pages each)

Johanna Bockman and Gil Eyal. 2002. “Eastern Europe as a Laboratory for Economic Knowledge: The Transnational Roots of Neoliberalism” AJS 108, 2:310-52.

Recommended:

Marion Fourcade. 2009. Economists and Societies: Discipline and Profession in the United State, Britain and France, 1890s to 1990s. Princeton. 

Johanna Bockman. 2011. Markets in the Name of Socialism: The Left-Wing Origins of Neoliberalism. Stanford.

Week 10 Contrasting two cases of land occupation in ethnographic research
Zachary Levenson. Delivery as Dispossession: Land Occupation and Eviction in the Postapartheid City. Oxford, 2022.


Chapter 1, 2, 7 and either Chapter 3 & 5 (case 1) or Chapter 4 & 6 (case 2)

Recommended:
Charles Tilly. 1984. Big Structures, Large Processes, Huge Comparisons. Russell Sage.

Michele Lamont et al. 2016. Getting Respect: Responding to Stigma and Discrimination in the United States, Brazil, and Israel. Princeton University Press.

Week 11 Globalization—theoretical and methodological challenges, and the business of doing global sociology, anthropology, and history
Judit Bodnar. 2019. “Comparing in Global Times: Between Extension and Incorporation” Critical Historical Studies (Spring 2019): 1-32.

Michael Burawoy. 2000. “Introduction: Reaching for the Global” Pp.1-40 in Burawoy et al. Global Ethnography: Forces, Connections, and Imaginations in a Postmodern World. California.

Michael Burawoy. 2009. The Extended Case Method: Four Countries, Four Decades, Four Great Transformations and One Theoretical Tradition. California.

Conclusions: The ethnography of great transformations. Pp. 245-67.
Christopher Bayly. 2004. The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-1914. Global Connections and Comparisons. Oxford: Blackwell. Introduction. Pp. 1-22.
Andrew B. Liu, Tea War: A History of Capitalism in China and India. Yale University Press. 2020.


Chapter 1: The Two Tea Countries: A Brief History of the Global Tea Trade Pp. 26-
41. (remember the Introduction from week 5)
Recommended: 

Sebastian Conrad. 2016. What Is Global History? Princeton University Press.

Andrew Sartori and Samuel Moyn. (eds) 2013. Global Intellectual History. Columbia.
Dipesh Chakrabarty. 2000. “The Two Histories of Capital” Pp. 47-71 in Chakrabarty, Provincializing Europe. Princeton.

Vivek Chibber. 2013. Postcolonial Theory and the Specter of Capital. Verso. Chapter 9 starting with “The Two Histories of Capital” Pp. 213-48.

Arjun Appadurai. 2001. “Grassroots Globalization and the Research Imagination” Pp.1-21 in Appadurai (ed.) Globalization. Duke. 

Week 12 Summing up, presenting and discussing paper projects
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