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State, nationalism, morality and science meet in political economy.

Nation

Political Economy

Morality



Political economy and morality

Political economy was closely linked to morality. Morality and science in general went
side by side at that time. Political economy should teach man to respect all work and to
strive to ensure that the common good of society consists of the hard work of every
member of society.



Vernadskaia Maria Nikolaevna (1832-1860)

* Maria Vernadskaia-Shigaeva came trom a noble
tamily. Her tather, Nikolai Shigaev, was the tirst
translator of Walter Scott’s The Betrothed into Russian.

* She received a high-quality home education.

* In 1850, atthe age of 18, she married economist lvan
Vernadsky, a protessor of political economy.

* In 1857, she and her husband founded the weekly
magazine "Economic Indicator” (Ekonomichesky
Ukazatel).

* She wrote anonymously on women’s labor,
agriculture, and economic freedom.

* She sutfered trom tuberculosis and passed away on

October 24, 1860, in Heidelberg, Germany, at the
age of 28. She was later buried in Saint Petersburg.




«bnb 06pasosaHis — cabnath NOAeN No BO3SMOXHOCTM YyMHBe 1 nobpbe, a cnbacTBeHHO 1 cyacTimebe.
HocTturHyTb 3TOrO BCEro ckopbe MOXHO, YObOMBbL MOAEN, YTO Bb JOOPOMB NMOCTYMNKb MXb BHIFOAA; O LOBECTH
0,0 3TOro YObXAEHIA MOXHO Cb MOMOLLIIO TyBOKATO U3YYEHis NOMUTUYECKON SKOHOMINY.

“The purpose of education is to make people intelligent and kind, and therefore happier. The fastest way to
achieve this is by convincing people that good deeds benefit them. This can be done through a deep study of
political economy”.

«[laxe 3HauuTENbHLIM KANMTANbL HE M3DABMSETH CBOErO BNAAbMNbLA OTb HEODXOANMMOCTHM TPYAA. Mbl HE TOBOPHMD
yXe O TOMb HDOBCTBEHHOMb 0OA3ATENLCTBD, KOTOPOE NEXMUTH HA KAXAOMB KAMUTANKUCTD, U MO KOTOPOMY OHb
AOSKEHD MPUHOCUTL CBOIO OO NOMb3bl HENOBbYECTBY, Bb BO3ME3AIE 30 BECH TOTb TPYAb NPEABIAYLLMXD
NOKONBbHIN, KOTOPbIMB OHb MOMb3YETCAY.

“Even considerable capital does not exempt its owner from the need to work. Moreover, he must not forget the
moral obligation which rests on every capitalist, and by which he must bring his share of benefit to humanity, in
recompense for all the labour of previous generations which he enjoys”.

LiutaTtel M3 pabotel BepHaackomn-Lnraesoinn M. H. «[Monutnueckas skoHomus,
KAK HQYANO HPABCTBEHHOIO BOCMMUTAHMAY

Quotes from Vernadskaia-Shigayeva's work "Political Economy as the
Beginning of Moral Education”



«Henosbka 6GMATOPOAHATO HMKOTAA HE AOSKHO Lutatel n3 pabotel Beprnapnckoii-Lluraesoit M. H.
OCTABNATL YObXOEHIE, 4TO OHb MOCTOAHHO MOJb3YyeTCA «[Nlonutnueckas 3kOHOMMS, KK HAQUASIO HPABCTBEHHOIO
TPYOAMM OPYrMXb; OHb AOMKEHD MOCTOAHHO MOMHMUTD, BOCNUTARUA»

4TO N5 HEro 6e3NPecTaHHO PABOTAETb MHOXECTBO

NIOAEN; M 3TU MbICITM HEODXOAUMO PA3OBbLIOTH Bb HEMb

CO3HOHIE CBOEro JOra, HEOBXOOMMOCTb OTMNATHTD

30 TPYOb TPYAOMB, ThMb B0Mbe, YTO Bb CO3HAHIM M

MCMOMHEHIM 3TOrO JONTA 3AKMOYAETCA U HALLIA JIMYHAS

BbIFOAA: YTO XOPOLLO ANng BCbxb, TO XOPOLLO U Ang

KOXIArO, 4TO AYPHO 41 BCEro 4enoBbyecTsa, TO AyPHO

M 019 YHACTHATO NMLAY.

“A noble man should never be left with the conviction that he
is constantly profiting by the labours of others; he should
always remember that a multitude of people are constantly
working for him; and these thoughts must develop in him @
consciousness of his duty, the necessity of repaying labour
with labour, especially as in the consciousness and fulfilment

of this duty lies also our personal benefit: what is good for all

Quotes from Vernadskaia-Shigayeva's work is good for all, what is bad for all mankind is bad for the
"Political Economy as the Beginning of Moral private individual”.

Education”



The state and political economy

In addition to the dogmatic function of science, it is impossible not to discuss its
"justitying” function, using political economy as an example. We know that science, in
its positivist version, sought to learn certain laws according to which everything in the

world works. Political economy, too, as a science, had to acquire certain economic
laws according to which society functions. Thus, when political economy really
became a science, its laws were able to justity this or that state policy, because this
state policy was not a mere whim of the state, but the result of the action of natural
laws.



Sergei Yulyevich Witte (1849-1915)

* Leading the industrialization of Russia, actively developing heavy
industry, railways, coal, and metallurgy.

* Introducing the gold standard for the ruble (1897), which strengthened
Russia’s financial system.

* As Minister of Railways, overseeing the construction of the Trans-Siberian
Railway, connecting European Russia with Siberia and the Far East.

* Raising customs duties to protect Russian industry from Western
competition, pursuing an active protectionist economic policy.

* As adiplomat, negotiating the Treaty of Portsmouth, which ended the
war with Japan while minimizing Russia’s territorial losses.

« Atfter the 1905 Revolution, insisting on the signing of the October 17
Manitesto, which established the State Duma and limited autocracy in
Russia.

* He was an incredibly talented statesman, but, as often happens, Tsar
Nicholas Il soon removed him from office, preventing him from realizing
many of his ideas.




«Mbi, pycckure, B 061aCTH NOAUTUYECKON SKOHOMMUU, KOHEYHO, WK HA Bykcmpe 3ananga, a NOTOMy

Npu LAPCTBOBABLLUEM B POCcHM B nocnegHme gecatmnets 6ecnoyBeHHOM KOCMOMOSTUTU3IME HET HMYETO YAMBUTENLHOTO,
4TO Y HAOC 3HAYEHME 3AKOHOB NMOMUTUHECKON SKOHOMUU U XKUTEUCKOE UX MOHUMAHME MPUHSANTM COMOE Henenoe
HanpaeneHue. Hauwm 3KOHOMMUCTbI BO3bIMENM MbICITb KDOUTb SKOHOMKUUYECKYIO XM3Hb POoccHitckomn nmnepmm

Mo PELENTAM KOCMOTMONMUTUYECKOM SKOHOMMMK. Pe3ynbTaThl 3TOM KPOMKKM HA nnuo. OTaenbHbIM roN0CAM, BOCCTABABLLMM
NPOTMB TAKOIO CYMACOPOACTBA, HALLM MPOMNOBEAHUKM, ODEKLLIMCh B TOTY MNOMYraMCKOM Y4EHOCTH, BO3PAXAMM
TEOPEMAMM U3 Y4EOHUKOB MONMUTUYECKOKN SKOHOMUKU. HECOMHEHHO, 4TO TaKOM CNOCOD AOKA3ATENLCTBA B MMA3AX TOMMbI
MMEN M MMEET 3HAUYUTENBHYIO YOEAUTENBbHOCTb. TONMA BEPUT M HE MOXET HE BEPUTb B TEOPEMbI Y4EOHUKOB
MNOSIUTUYECKOM SKOHOMMM MO Mx OykBe, a HE Pa3ymy. [1ogoOHOro poaa BO3paXeHMs NPOAOIKAKT ChiNATHCS
eXEeIHEBHO, O NMOTOMY €BA JIM HE MOJSIE3HO NPOJNUTL HEKOTOPbIM CBET HA 3HAYEHUE ITHUX BO3PaxXeHMH. McTouHrukom
TAKOrO CBETA CIYXMT 3HAMeHMTOoe counHermne Ppuapmxa Jlncta «HaumoHanbHas CUCTEMA MNONUTUHECKON SKOHOMMMY .

“We, Russians, in the field of political economy, of course, went in tow of the West, and therefore with the reigning in
Russia in recent decades groundless cosmopolitanism, it is not surprising that we have the meaning of the laws of
political economy and everyday understanding of them took the most ridiculous direction. Our economists had the
idea of cutting the economic life of the Russian Empire according to the recipes of the cosmopolitan economy. The
results of this cut can be seen. Our preachers, dressed in the toga of parrot-like scholarship, objected to the individual
voices that rebelled against such folly with theorems from the textbooks of political economy. There is no doubt that
this mode of proof had and has considerable persuasive power in the eyes of the crowd. The crowd believes, and
cannot but believe, in the theorems of the textbooks of political economy by their letter, not by their reason. Objections
of this kind continue to be made every day, and it is therefore hardly unhelpful to throw some light on the meaning of
these objections. The source of such light is Friedrich List's famous work, The National System of Political Economy”.

S. Yu. Witte “National Economy and Friedrich List” (1889)



«TBOPLbI KITACCUYECKOM MOMUTUYECKOM SKOHOMMM, ECITU HE BCELIENO, TO MPEUMYLLIECTBEHHO, B CBOMX JIOMMYECKMX
NOCTPOEHUAX UMENK B BUAY HE HALMIO, a YenosedecTBo. OHu CoO30aNM HayKy, KOTOPYIO Bbino Bbl NPABMIbHEE
HO3BATb HE MOJIUTUYECKOM (ODOLLECTBEHHOM), O KOCMOMOMUTUYECKOM SKOHOMMEN. VX nocnegoBaTenu ynycTunm

M3 BUOY STO OBCTOATENBCTBO, A MOTOMY HAYAM NPOMNOBEAOBATH KOCMOMOMUTUYECKME SKOHOMMYECKME AKCMOMBI,
KOK HEMPESOXHbIE 3AKOHbI A1 HALMOHANBHOTO 0DLLEXUTUs. Mexay TeM GpaKTbl U COMA XM3Hb BO MHOTMX CITyHQaX
WM B PA3PE3 C STUMM 3aKOHAaMM. Bcneacteune 31oro 9BMnock, C OHOM CTOPOHbI, COMHEHME B NPABE

HO CYLLIECTBOBOHME MOMMTIKOHOMMM KOK HOYKM, O C APYTOM OTPULIAHME BCEX TEX HALMOHAMbHBIX NOTPEOHOCTEN,
KOTOPbIE HE COMMACYIOTCS C MPUHLMMNAMMU TBOPLIOB MNOUTUYECKON SKOHOMUMY.

“The creators of classical political economy did not have the nation in mind in their logical constructions. They
created a science that would more correctly be called not political (social) but cosmopolitan economy. Their
followers overlooked this fact and therefore began to preach cosmopolitan economic axioms as immutable laws
for national life. Meanwhile, facts and life itself often contradicted these laws. The result was, on the one hand, a
doubt about the right to exist of political economy as a science and, on the other hand, a denial of all those
national needs that did not conform to the principles of the creators of political economy”.

C. 1O. Burtre «HaumonansHas skoHomua u Ppuapux Jlncr»
S. Yu. Witte “National Economy and Friedrich List” (1889)



«[lns TOro 4Tobbl XM3Hb CTPAHbBI MOTIA PETYSIMPOBATLCA MPUHLMMIAMM KOCMOMONUTUUYECKON SKOHOMMUM, MPUHLMIbLI STH
LOJIKHbI, Mpexae BCEro, NONy4YuTb BULOMIMEHEHNE, COOTBETCTBYIOLLEE HANMUYHBIM HAOLMOHAObHBIM YCITOBUAM, TOYHO
TAK, KOK GOPMYJSTbl AHANUTUYECKOW MEXTHMKM M1 MPUMEHEHMS K XM3HKU NPeobpasyoTcs B GOPMYIibl MPAKTUYECKOM
MEXAHMKM, MPUHUMAIOLLLEN BO BHUMAHME PU3UYECKME YCITOBUSA HALLEN MITAHETHI.

“In order for the life of a country to be governed by the principles of cosmopolitan economy, these principles must
first be modified to suit the national conditions, just as the formulae of analytical mechanics are transformed into

the formulae of practical mechanics, taking into account the physical conditions of our planet, for application to
life”.

«Ecnu 66l yMCTBEHHASA XM3Hb HACTOALLETO CTONETUS HE ObINA NOA CAMbIM CUIbHBIM BIIMSHMEM KOCMOMOUTU3IMA,
TO HECOMHEHHO, YTO MNAPANENbHO PA3BUTHIO MNONMUTUYECKON SKOHOMMM PA3BMUIACH Obl MPUKIALHAS YACTb STOM
HAYKM — HALMOHQSbHAA SKOHOMMA. Ho kocmononutnyeckas abeppaums He TOMbKO HE AANA BO3MOXHOCTM
NPMOBPECTU STON NPMKNAAHON HAYKE MPABA MPAXAAHCTBA BO BCEX FOCYAAPCTBAX, HO, KPOME TOr0, YCTAHOBMIA
PA3HOMbICITUE B XXMTEMCKOM MOHUMAHMU MPUHUMMNOB MOMUTIKOHOMUMY.

“It the intellectual lite of the present century had not been under the strongest influence of cosmopolitanism, it is
certain that the applied part of this science, national economy, would have developed in parallel with the
development of political economy. But the cosmopolitan aberration has not only prevented this applied science
from acquiring the rights of citizenship in all states, but has also created a diversity of opinion in the secular
understanding of the principles of political economy”.

C. IO. Butre «<HaunoHanbHas skoHomus u @puapux Jlncr»
S. Yu. Witte “National Economy and Friedrich List” (1889)



Political Economy and nationalism

Political economy was to help realise a «special» national way of economic
development of Russia.



Nikolai Gavrilovich Chernyshevsky (1828-1889)

* Philosopher, writer, publicist, and revolutionary democrat.

» Key thinker influencing social and economic theory in Russia.
* The author of “What Is to Be Done?”

From the essay "Economic Activity and Legislation" (1857):

“Does commune property* (0bwmHHas cobetsenHocTs) lead to the end it is
intended to achieve, or does it produce effects contrary to its purpose? It
purports to achieve two results: A) to maintain the participation of the great
maijority of the nation in the ownership of real estate; B) to maintain, as far as
possible, an equal distribution of the portion of real estate subject to it among
the persons participating in it. Whether these objectives are good is not the
question; the only question is whether they are being achieved”.

*The commune (mir) was the foundation of the social structure and united the majority
of Russian peasants. The state regarded the commune primarily as a fiscal institution
that ensured the payment of taxes and fulfilment of duties on the basis of the principle
of circular trust.




Boris Nikolaevich Chicherin (1828-1904)

» Russian philosopher, historian, and jurist.

* Advocate of liberal conservatism, combining strong state authority with gradual
reforms.

* Opposed both autocracy and radical revolution, believing in a constitutional
monarchy.

» Supported private property and free markets, believing they were essential for
Russia’s modernization.

» Advocated for gradual economic liberalization, rather than abrupt socialist
policies.

» Believed that state intervention was necessary in early industrialization, but
should decrease as market institutions developed.




«Hwu OJHAO HAYKA HE HOXOOMNTCA B HACTOALLEE BPEMA B CTOJIb
LLHATKOM MOJTOXEHNN, KOK MOJIMTUHECKAA DKOHOMUA.

C. IO. Burre. «HaumonanbHas sxoHomms u Ppugpmx JIncrts, 1889

«No science is currently in such a precarious position as
political economyy»

Sergei Witte. “National Economy and Friedrich List,” 1889



Thank you for your attention!



