The Policy Forum: Exploring, Engaging, and Empowering
AY 2023/24 Fall and Winter term
2 credits (4 ECTS)

MA course

Instructor: Martin Kahanec

Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:00-12:30, prior notice advised
Course description

In the Policy Forum, students embark on a transformative journey of policy exploration and knowledge acquisition. This dynamic course is based on the Department's research seminar and policy talk series that bring together a diverse range of scholars and policy experts who delve into pressing and relevant topics shaping our society. Through active participation in the seminars and interactive reflection on the lessons learned, students have the unique opportunity to engage firsthand with these experts, gaining invaluable insights into researching policies as well as the intricacies of policy development, implementation, and evaluation. By attending these talks, students are exposed to a rich tapestry of perspectives, allowing them to critically analyze complex policy issues, challenge existing paradigms, and promote evidence-based policy-making. Through interactive discussions and thought-provoking discourse, this course equips students with the tools and knowledge necessary to become informed and active participants in the policy arena, enabling them to ask the right questions about policy issues and empowering them to effect meaningful change in their communities and beyond.
Objectives and learning outcomes

The policy forum, under the guidance of a senior faculty mentor, cultivates a holistic grasp of contemporary policy concerns through interaction with distinguished field experts. Upon course completion, proficient students will possess the skills and insights essential for becoming well-informed and engaged contributors in the realm of public policy. This equips them to pose pertinent questions regarding policy matters and empowers them to drive substantial positive transformations within their communities, countries, and at the international level. The final workshop will enable students to hone their public speaking and presentations skills. 
Course structure

Active participation is a key aspect of your academic journey. As part of this commitment, within this course you are required to attend a minimum of ten DPP research seminars or policy talks during the Fall and Winter terms. Short written assignments following these seminars serve dual objectives: reinforcing comprehension of the material presented and providing an opportunity to apply acquired knowledge to the analysis of distinct public policy issues. The final paper will further enhance your understanding of how cutting-edge academic and policy research can be applied to real-world policy challenges. We strongly encourage and expect students to engage actively in seminar discussions by asking questions to foster a vibrant learning environment.
Workload

100-120 hours

· Seminar/policy talk participation: 20 hours

· Seminar preparation (reading the papers/presentations): 20 hours

· Short written assignments: 25 hours

· Final paper: 25 hours

· Final workshop (including the preparation of your presentation): 10 hours
 
Grading 

· 10 Short Written Assignments (Weight: 40%): For each of the ten seminars/talks attended, students will compose a concise brief (300-500 words). These briefs should summarize the key points of the seminar/talk and demonstrate how the insights can be applied to a specific real-world issue.

· 1 Final Paper (Weight: 40%): Students must select one of their short briefs and transform it into a comprehensive policy brief. A well-constructed policy brief should provide an analytical discussion of the chosen presentation/talk and elaborate on how the lessons and policy implications can be implemented to address a real-world problem. Quality of argumentation is paramount, and the paper should range between 1500 and 2000 words.

· Presentation of the Final Paper (Weight: 20%): During the final course workshop, students will present their final papers. An effective presentation should succinctly convey the seminar/talk's essence, explain the employed data and methodologies, and elucidate the policy insights and implications. The presentation will put emphasis on demonstrating how the insights can be applied to a chosen real-world policy issue. Finally, it is expected to contextualize the seminar/talk within the relevant literature and critically assess its strengths and limitations.
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

· Attendance is mandatory and will be checked.

· Given the advanced material presented, students are expected to read the presented papers prior to seminars/talks.

· Make-up for assignments will be allowed only if there is a valid university excuse

· Assignments and assignment deadlines will be announced in due course. Assignments submitted late will be graded down by 50%. Submitting each assignment is a prerequisite for passing the course.
· The policy of zero tolerance to academic dishonesty (defined in the student manual and in CEU’s code of ethics) will be strictly applied. 
· It is strongly recommended that students take every assignment seriously. There is no chance to make up for forgone points.

· It is the student’s responsibility to understand these rules and consult the instructor in case of any doubts; as well as in case of any problems with understanding the studied topics.
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