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COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OVERVIEW

People on the move and of mobility histories are imagined through their citizenship, ethnicity,
race, and socioeconomic backgrounds, and/or as human beings endowed with, or more often
deprived from, various resources, capabilities, and properties. In governing contemporary
migration and the relations of mobile people and host societies, policy frames and actions create
categories, define problems, redistribute resources, and position migration in a broader set of
public affairs. Further, in recent times, migration is often addressed through the concept of
crisis. Human mobility is viewed as a cause of crisis, it may complicate already induced crisis,
or it may become the solution to a crisis (e.g., in care provisions).

The course will examine distinctive themes and streams in migration studies that investigate
the crossroads of political and policy debates, structures, and practices. These debates and
practices shape the encounters between people on the move and host society, the actual and
normative relations between moving, anchoring, and hosting people, and moral, political, or
bureaucratic justifications for policy directions, interventions, and lack of interventions. The
course topics will embrace contested concepts and paradigms, old and new debates, scales of
practices, and transnational and regional connections in the production of policy regimes,
mechanisms, and justifications. These topics will center on key issues in governing migration
and its effects, including the terms and conditions by which acceptance, denial, or interim
positions and rights are offered to people who move in transnational contexts.

The course will also investigate the normative centers of political and policy ideas and practices
as those normalize or problematize inequality relations in wider global contexts, among people
participating in different forms of migration, and between those who are seen as migrants and
various host society structures. The course will systematically address the inequality conditions
in migration practices and discussions generated or viewed as relations of race and ethnicity,
but it will also examine the intersections and tensions between ethnicity and race, nationality,
citizenship, and gender relations and in/equalities in migration regimes.

The course cannot go very deep in examining the varieties and subtleties of mobility paths,
lives, identities, knowledge, and subjectivities among people the migration histories. Yet, the
readings and the discussions will shed light on the agency of all social actors in migratory
relations. This will be done through engaging with self-reflexive and continuously transforming
critical inquiries of growing sensitivity to the differentially positioned subjects of migration
studies, and occasionally moving to radically transgressing the boundaries of the subjects and
objects of migration studies.



The readings are selected from multi-disciplinary academic circles of knowledge production
but some fields will have a more pronounced weight, such as sociology, political science, policy
studies, and social anthropology, and some cross-disciplinary fields including gender, race,
ethnic, and migration studies.

The course will offer an introduction to the field of migration studies for those students who
have no background in this subject and will help them explore further advanced topics. For
those of pre-course exposure to migration scholarship in specific disciplinary domains, the
course will give guidance to navigate the most productive cross-disciplinary inquiries. The
course may also assist those who plan to take further courses from various CEU programs in
the AY to sharpen their insights for further political, policy and governance studies of regional,
topical, or methodological foci in migration affairs.

TEACHING METHOD

The class will meet once a week and work in a seminar format. Assignments, divided by core
and recommended readings and exercises, will help students prepare for actively taking part in
the classes. The seminar format will invite students to advance their skills in critically reading
the scholarly texts, articulating theoretical and analytical puzzles, and expressing their
reflections on these puzzles. The teaching methods will help students relate different pieces of
knowledge and capture the differences and overlaps of the arguments offered by the readings
and the discussions. The session will dwell on selected analytical lens and standpoints of
critique in selected topics in a complex field of studies.

At the beginning of the sessions, the instructor will offer a short introduction to the topic. Class
discussions and individual consultations will ensure that students are able to obtain knowledge
beyond the key readings that informs their specific interests, envisioned thesis projects, and
further academic or professional plans. Depending on the class size, small group (tandem) and
individual assignments will ensure the interactive and inclusive form of knowledge building.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

The course will help students acquire familiarity with basic concepts and debates in migration
studies and some of the most referred to and discusses contemporary authors and scholarly
works. It is intended that students develop intellectual curiosity and capacities to work with
arguments and methods from within disciplines other than their main field of MA studies.

Students will be able to use the core vocabulary of approaches and paradigms, understand the
scope and relevance of key concepts and their connections, and link the insights that the course
offers to their background knowledge; identify, analyze, and interpret the assigned scholarly
work by sorting out normative, analytical, and empirical arguments largely independently (peer
reading and preparation group between sessions is welcome but not expected). Individually
chosen note-taking and preparation methods prior to the session should help students actively
participate in the class discussions by offering crosscutting, and reflexive contributions.

Students will be encouraged to bring their background knowledge of various sorts including
biographical, activist, academic, policy, and media sources and to find ways to relate these
forms of knowledge vis-a-vis the conceptual discussions. Insights, experiences, and empirical
data offered by class participants from contexts beyond the global North will be highly



appreciated. It is encouraged that students develop or sharpen their own research interests in
the field during the course, but it is not expected.

Students will also achieve tangible progress in quality academic writing through the writing
assignments. It is also expected that the course helps students become more confident in
engaging seminar conversations and peer group-based knowledge building.

ASSIGNMENTS AND ASSESSMENT

(1) Class participation

Active participation in the weekly sessions by all enrolled (including auditing) students is
expected. Students are required to do the required readings prior to the class and to be prepared
to address the key issues that the readings articulate. Engagement with peer students’ ideas will
be particularly welcome. Questions can be raised as important form of reflection but cannot be
the only form of contribution. Absence from class is expected to be reported in advance.
Missing a class shall be followed by a make-up assignment (usually by a one-page statement
on the core reading).

(2) Reactions to the readings

Students are expected to offer discussion point(s) to the topic and key reading(s) of the session.
These points should highlight a selected conceptual puzzle, endorse, or contest key arguments,
and link different topical problems of the course. A discussion point is composed by a short
statement of 100-150 words and one or two questions. A student should offer at least five
contributions of this sort in the semester. The discussion points shall be uploaded on the Moodle
site of the course by Wednesday, 9.00 pm, prior to the class.

(3) Discussion lead

Each student will be assigned to kick off one of the class discussions by outlining the conceptual
debates and complexities in the topic and preparing an outline, discussion points and questions
to the session topic based on the core readings (some tandems shall be formed for this role
depending on the class size). Further, if a tandem lead the discussion, it should also include
knowledge from a selected item from the recommending reading list. This knowledge can refer
to an empirical case, highlight alternative theoretical positions, or generate comparative
insights.

(4) Term paper

Students enrolled for grade are required to write a term paper (2,500-3,000 words). The
assessment will examine the student’s familiarity with the course literature, a modest yet
tangible investment made in enlarging his/her knowledge in a relevant theme, and the general
academic quality of the paper. The deadline for submission will be discussed during the
semester and coordinated with other student assignments (within limits).

Grading

The final grade will be composed by the assessment of class participation including the
discussion points (30%), discussion facilitation (30%), and the term paper (40%).
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