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Central European University
MA course

2 Credits (4 ECTS Credits)
Course Description
This course explores the history of Europe’s second largest Jewish community in the modern era, with a focus on the major political, social and cultural trends that shaped Habsburg Jewry from the Josephinian reforms of the late eighteenth century until the dissolution of Austria-Hungary after World War I.  The Habsburg Empire encompassed highly diverse lands and populations, and the common political framework allows for an in-depth comparison of Jewish communities in Bohemia, Moravia, Hungary, Galicia, Lower Austria and the other territories ruled by the House of Habsburg.  The course will address the enlightened absolutism of Joseph II; the emerging national movements and their impact on Jewish identity; the major religious conflicts and schisms; Jewish cultural creativity in Vienna, Budapest and Prague; and the impact of antisemitism on Jewish political and cultural choices.      
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

· Critically discuss historiographical literature on Habsburg Jewry

· Perform nuanced readings of legal, religious and literary texts  
· Engage in comparative historical analysis
· Relate theories of nationalism to the Jews of the Habsburg lands 

Course Requirements

(1) Regular attendance and participation (20%).   Students are expected to attend all classes and participate actively.  For missed classes, students will be expected to submit a written reaction to the assigned readings.  Field trips are mandatory.

(2) In-Class Presentation (20% of the final grade).  In this 10-15-minute presentation, the student is expected to discuss the required readings and familiarize him/herself with some of the recommended readings.  S/he should raise questions that will help stimulate classroom discussion. 
(3) Term Paper (60% of final grade).  12-15 pages.  In consultation with the instructor, students should select a term paper topic.  It should be related to the themes covered in the course.  Due Date: Friday, April 8, 2022
COURSE SCHEDULE

Class 1
Introduction
István Deák, “A Note on the Dynasty and its Peoples,” in Beyond Nationalism, pp. 9-14.

Class 2
The Making of Habsburg Jewry 
Michael K. Silber, “The Making of Habsburg Jewry in the Long Eighteenth Century,” in Jonathan Karp and Adam Sutcliffe, eds., The Cambridge History of Judaism, vol. 7 (Cambridge: CUP, 2017), pp. 763-796. 
Primary Sources:
Leopold I, “The Appointment of Samson Wertheimer as Imperial Court Factor (August 29, 1703),” in Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History [=JMW], Third Edition (New York and Oxford: OUP, 2011), pp. 18-20.
Maps (from Evyatar Friesel, Atlas of Modern Jewish History): “The Jews in the Hapsburg Empire: Late Eighteenth Century,” pp. 34-35; “The Beginnings of Hungarian Jewry: Late Eighteenth Century,” p. 35; “The Jews in Austria-Hungary: Early Twentieth Century,” p. 36. 

Class 3
Joseph II and Enlightened Absolutism

Michael K. Silber, “Josephinian Reforms,” in The YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe.  https://yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Josephinian_Reforms 
Primary Sources:

Joseph II, “Edict of Tolerance,” in JMW, pp. 42-45

Joseph II, “Edict of Tolerance for the Jews of Galicia,” in JMW, pp. 46-49.

The Community of Jews Living in Hungary, “Petition to the Hungarian Diet,” in JMW, pp. 49-53.
Leopold II, “De Judaeis: Law Governing the Status of the Jews in Hungary,” in JMW, pp. 53-54
Recommended:

Paul P. Bernard, “Joseph II and the Jews: The Origins of the Toleration Patent,” Austrian History Yearbook IV-V (1968-1969), pp. 101-119.

Class 4
Jewish “Modernization” in the Habsburg Lands 
Joseph Ben-David, “The Beginnings of Modern Jewish Society in Hungary in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century,” Jewish History, Vol. 11, No. 1 (1997), pp. 57-97.
Hillel Kieval, “Caution’s Progress: The Modernization of Jewish Life in Prague, 1780-1830,” in Jacob Katz, ed., Toward Modernity: The European Jewish Model (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Books, 1987), pp. 71-105.
Israel Bartal, The Jews of Eastern Europe, 1772-1881 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005), 70-82.

Recommended:
Lois Dubin, “Researching Port Jews and Port Jewries: Trieste and Beyond,” Jewish Culture and History, Vol. 4, No. 2 (2001), pp. 47-58.

Class 5
The Revolution of 1848 and the Struggle for Jewish Emancipation 
Ernst Wangermann, “1848 and Jewish Emancipation in the Habsburg Empire,” in Jay Boardman and Christine Kinealy, eds., 1848. The Year the World Turned? (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2007), 70-82.
Michael L. Miller, Rabbis and Revolution: The Jews of Moravia in the Age of Emancipation (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2011), 219-264.
Recommended:

Salo W. Baron, “The Impact of the Revolution of 1848 on Jewish Emancipation,” Jewish Social Studies Vol. 11, No. 3 (July 1949), pp. 195-248.
Rebecca Wolpe, “‘Poor Jews! You Get Blamed for Everything!’ Hope and Despair in a Galician Yiddish Newspaper during the Revolutions of 1848-49,” Quest: Issues in Contemporary Jewish History, Issue 17 (September 2020). 
Class 6
Nationalism and Jewish Myths of Belonging
Hillel J. Kieval, “Jan Hus and the Prophets: Fashioning a Czech Judaism at the Turn of the Century,” in Languages of Community: The Jewish Experience in the Czech Lands (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), 159-180.
Miklos Konrád, “Narrating the National Past: The ‘Khazar Theory’ and the Integrationist Scientific Discourse,” in Gábor Gyáni and Anssi Halmesvirta, eds., Cultural Nationalism in a Finnish-Hungarian Historical Context (Budapest: MTA Bölcsészettudományi Kutatóközpont Történettudományi Intézet, 2018), 49-61.
David Rechter, “A Jewish El Dorado? Myth and politics in Habsburg Czernowitz,” in Richard I. Cohen et al. eds., Insiders and Outsiders: Dilemmas of East European Jewry (Portland: The Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2010), 207-220.

Class 7
Religious Reform in the Habsburg Monarchy

Michael Meyer, “Reform, Religious,” in The YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe  https://yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Reform_Religious
Marsha Rozenblit, “The Struggle over Religious Reform in Nineteenth-Century Vienna,” AJS Review, Vol. 14, No. 2 (1989), pp. 179-221. 

Carsten L. Wilke, “Building the Great Synagogue of Pest: Moorish Revival

Architecture and the European-Ottoman Alliance in the Crimean War,” Jewish Quarterly Review, Vol. 111, No. 3 (Summer 2021), pp. 444-469
Recommended: 
Michael K. Silber, “The Social Composition of the Pest Radical Reform Society (Genossenschaft für Reform im Judenthum), 1848-1852,” Jewish Social Studies Vol. 1, No. 3 (Spring 1995), pp. 99-128.
Class 8
Religious Kulturkampf: Schism in Hungary
Tamás Turán, “150th Anniversary of the Hungarian Jewish Congress,” Jewish Culture and History Vol. 21, No. 3 (2020), pp. 203-212
Michael K. Silber, “The Emergence of Ultra-Orthodoxy: The Invention of a Tradition,” in The Uses of Tradition: Jewish Continuity since Emancipation, pp. 23-84.
Primary Source:

The Rabbinical Decision of the Michalowce Assembly, “The Manifesto of Ultra-Orthodoxy,” in JMW, pp. 224-229.
Recommended:
Jacob Katz, A House Divided: Orthodoxy and Schism in Nineteenth-Century Central European Jewry (Hanover: University Press of New England, 1998), pp. 31-85, 137-165, 217-233.
Class 9:
Fin-de-Siècle Urban Culture: Vienna, Budapest
Steven Beller, “Central Europe: Birthplace of the Modern World?” Austrian History Yearbook 23 (1992), pp. 72-90.
Mary Gluck, “The Budapest Flâneur: Urban Modernity, Popular Culture, and the "Jewish Question" in fin-de-siècle Hungary,” Austrian History Yearbook 23 (1992), pp. 91-110.

Recommended: 
Scott Spector, "Hybridity and the Habsburg Jews," Spaces of Identity, vol. 6, no. 1 (April 2006), pp. 9-18.

Class 10
Political Antisemitism
Jacob Katz, From Prejudice to Destruction: Anti-Semitism, 1700-1933 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980), pp. 223-291.
Carl Schorske, “Politics in a New Key: An Austrian Trio,” in Fin-de-Siècle Vienna: Politics and Culture, pp. 116-181.
Primary Sources:
Győző Istóczy, “Jews, the Iron Ring Around Our Necks” (1878), in Richard Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World: An Anthology of Texts, pp. 97-103.
Hermann Bielohlawek, “Yes, We Want to Annihilate the Jews!” (1902), in Richard Levy, Antisemitism in the Modern World: An Anthology of Texts, pp. 113-120.

Class 11
Zionism and Its Habsburg Contexts  
Shlomo Avineri, “Theodor Herzl’s Diaries as a Bildungsroman,” Jewish Social Studies, Vol. 5, No. 3 (1999), 1-46.
Dimitry Shumsky, “On Ethno-Centrism and Its Limits: Czecho-German Jewry in fin-de-siècle Prague and the Origins of Zionist Bi-Nationalism,” Jahrbuch des Simon-Dubnow-Instituts 5 (2006), 173-188.

Primary Source: 
Theodor Herzl, “A Solution to the Jewish Question (1896),” in JMW, pp. 599-603.

Recommended:
Michael K. Silber, “Alliance of the Hebrews, 1863-1875: The Diaspora Roots of an Ultra-Orthodox Proto-Zionist Utopia in Palestine,” Journal of Israeli History, Vol. 27, No. 2 (2008), 119-147.

Joshua Shanes, “Neither Germans nor Poles: Jewish Nationalism in Galicia before Herzl, 1883-1897,” Austrian History Yearbook 34 (2003), 191-213.
Alison Rose, Jewish Women in Fin de Siècle Vienna (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2008), Chapter 4 (“Women and the Zionist Movement”), 109-140.

Class 12
World War I and the Dissolution of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy

Marsha L. Rozenblit, “The European Jewish World 1914-1919: What Changed?” in Marsha L. Rozenblit and Jonathan Karp, eds., World War I and the Jews: Conflict and Transformation in Europe, the Middle East and America (New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2017), 32-55.
Primary Sources:
Stephan Zweig, The World of Yesterday, selections. 
Joseph Roth, “The Bust of the Emperor. A Novella,” in The Collected Stories of Joseph Roth, translated by Michael Hofmann (New York: W.W. Norton, 1992), 227-247.
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