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Course Description
The world is moving at unprecedented speed. Four fundamental changes are unfolding: the change in technology, which is triggering a societal transformation; climate change, which is increasingly urgent and the geopolitical shift from West to East. As is always the case, wicked problems and unexpected effects, as well as potential benefits accompany these changes. It all represents a huge pressure on policy and politics to deliver fast and resolve complex problems. Evidence, and in particular sound scientific evidence, is badly needed to inform policymaking. Unfortunately old models of evidence/science - policy interaction are exhausted and do not bring the desired impact. 

This course is outlining the building blocks of the new models based on practical experience of the instructor working for years at the frontiers of science, policy and politics.

Policymaking needs to find simultaneously the necessary trade-offs between the facts, different values at stake and politics. The course will shade light on theoretical and some practical aspects of these trade-offs stemming from real cases of the policymaking at the EU level. 
Both science and policymaking are very complex and their processes are very often incompatible. Policy problem is almost never a scientific question and a scientific result is not necessary the answer to a policy problem. Yet they need each other, they must cooperate to solve the wicked problems of the society. We will learn how to bridge the gap between them and what works in real life when facts are uncertain, values in dispute, stakes are high, and decisions are urgent. 
The recent ‘post-fact’ debate characterized by the overload of knowledge and spread of the fake news, appears to challenge the place of evidence in policymaking, with some politicians pointing to the alleged citizens’ fatigue with expertise. The course will tackle the role of knowledge management, collective intelligence, and knowledge communities in bringing the best evidence to the attention of policymakers. 

The speed of changes is growing and extrapolations from the past to the future are often misleading. We need to understand and use the experiences of the past, but at the same time, we need to look forward and learn future oriented skills. The course will assess available options for improving the capacity of policymaking institutions to anticipate and shape a future. We will explore the horizon scanning, megatrends, scenario assumptions and serious games. 
Learning Outcomes
At the end of the course student will

· Understand the difference between the policymaking cycle and evidence gathering cycle. Learn how to create the institutional setting for cooperation between policy and evidence making

· Learn the skills for better use of evidence for policy impact
· How to communicate the evidence for policy 

· How to deal with and harness the overload of data, information and knowledge in the policy context

· Understand the principles of future oriented skills and methods

Course Requirements

No particular pre-requisites, except the open mind eager to learn, are needed for the course. An understanding of the policy cycle will be an asset. 

It will be a short and intense course with no time for reading during the course. Students are requested to read ahead of course some texts as indicated below and write 2-3 page description of the COVID 19 science advisory system of their country of origin and one other country of their own selection.
Course Assessment
· Full class attendance and participation

· Understanding of indicated pre-readings 

· Presentation of the assignment (science advisory mechanism for COVID19 in 2 countries) 

· Engagement and active participation in practical reflections and group work

COURSE SCHEDULE

25 May 2021
· Policymaking and evidence producing life cycles
· Overview of different science advisory mechanisms for policy 

· Post-fact society, and why the old models of science advise are not working

· Introduction to basic skills for impact of evidence on policy

· Specificities of the advice in emergency

· Case study: The system of COVID 19 advisory mechanism in different countries (presentations by students and comparative analysis of all cases)
26 May 2021

· From the policy problem to the research question

· The art of collaboration between science and policy

· Dealing with the deluge of data, information and knowledge in the policy context

· Knowledge management

· Communities of practice

· Collective intelligence
· Potential role of artificial intelligence and big data in evidence for policy

· Introduction to the serious games and practical use of them 

27 May 2021
· Monitoring the impact of evidence on policy

· Institutional settings for conducive transfer of the evidence to policy

· Engaging the citizens. Passive and active engagement in evidence gathering and policy shaping

· Exploring the future scenarios for policy. Why the extrapolations from the past will not work for policy design in future

· Serious games – role play - exploring the future scenarios  

· Wrapping up, lessons learnt and feedback 

READING/LISTENING REQUIRED FOR THE COURSE
All indicated materials are open source

Part of the book:

https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780128225967/science-for-policy-handbook  (Section I, II and III)
2 Articles:

https://www.ingsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Gluckman-18-JProcRoyalSocNSW-The-role-of-evidence-expertise-in-policy-making-politics-practice-of-science-advice.pdf
https://www.ingsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/English-summary.pdf 
2 podcasts (available on Spotify, YouTube or on https://www.sapea.info/podcast):
https://open.spotify.com/episode/0obj1zjAGG43pR6rjUutXS?si=DG6Ud7X8QK6aV0YgO2oTRQ

https://open.spotify.com/episode/71XrsBkreKX1gOeIhBV7E7?si=YSM4b3DZTbeGgGEVu_6rqw
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