Public Sector Economics
CEU, AY2020-21, Winter Term
Instructor: Martin Kahanec

Teaching Assistant: Daniel Muth

Office Hours: TBA, prior notice advised
Course description

This course provides an in-depth understanding of government policy through the lens of economic efficiency and equity. Current theories and analytical tools of Public Economics will be thoroughly studied and policy applications will be discussed. Rationales for policy intervention will be critically examined from the welfare perspective. Some of the key topics will include: externalities, market failure, public goods, public choice and regulation, public finance, fiscal capacity and taxes, and political economy of policy intervention. This course will primarily be based on critical in-class and online discussions structured around several focal topics and analytical approaches. This approach will provide the students with a broad understanding of the economic principles behind, as well as enable them to analyze, current public economics issues. 
Objectives and learning outcomes

The course fosters a comprehensive understanding of current public economics issues. By the end of the course, a successful student will be equipped with an effective toolset to analyze and critically examine public economics issues and policy proposals from the economic perspective. Students shall improve their analytical and argumentative skills through written assignments and presentations fostering theoretical as well as policy applications and their oral communication skills through in-class and online discussions. 

Course structure

Twelve interactive two-hour classes will serve to discuss the core course material and study and critically examine the main concepts. Written assignments will serve two main purposes: solidify students’ understanding of the course material and allow them to apply their knowledge to the analysis of specific public policy issues.  

Active participation of students in in-class and online discussions is expected and encouraged.

· Attendance is mandatory and will be checked regularly.

· Given the concentration of material, students are expected to read the assigned readings prior to classes.

· Make-up for assignments will be allowed only if there is a valid university excuse

· Assignments and assignment deadlines will be announced in due course. Assignments submitted late will be graded down by 50%. Submitting each assignment is a prerequisite for passing the course.
· The policy of zero tolerance to academic dishonesty (defined in the student manual and in CEU’s code of ethics) will be strictly applied. 
· It is strongly recommended that students take every assignment seriously. There is no chance to make up for forgone points.

· It is the student’s responsibility to understand these rules and consult the instructor in case of any doubts; as well as in case of any problems with understanding the studied topics.
· The students are asked to report to the instructor without delay any conditions related to the COVID-19 pandemic that may hinder their ability to participate in classes or deliver the assignments.
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