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The Great Exhibition—-The American Depart-
nient,
LETTLR FROM HON W, C. R1VES,
From The Charlottesville Advocate, Oct. 25,

The following very interesting letter from
Hon. Wm. C. Rives, our Minister to France, which has
been kindly furnished us for publication, will be read
with much pleasure ;

Panis, Tuesday, Sept. 30, 1851,

My DEar C—: Having a week or two at my dispo-
sal during the last days of the summer, I determined to
go over the Channel and see tor mysell that of which the
description had filled so many mouths and newspapers
for the last four or tive months—tie Great Exhibition,
or what the French more appropriately call it, the Expo-
sitinn: Universelle. 1 am not prepared to say with the
Queen of Sheba, aftér her inspection of the riches of Sol-
omon, * the halt' was not told me;” but, on the contrary,
making some deduction from the Oriental extravagance

- with which this wonder of the age has been celebrated

e ———

by both pen agd tongue, I am yet free to say enough re-
mained to make it an object of just and rational curiosity
te all who were in circumstances to visit it.

A visit to the Crystal Palace is, in truth, a sort of ligu-
rative voyage ol circumnavigation, by which, within the
limits of a comparatively small space, and by a few
days’ industrious obscrvation, you traverse suscessively
the various quarters of the globe, and see before you the
productions, the arts, the riches, and in some degree the
respective national manners and customs of them all.
And yet this is so contrived s to leave upon the mind of
the beholder a strong impression of the material superi-
ority, if not supremacy, of one of these nations over all
therest. England has the vast advantage in tho Exhi-
tion ol being at home.  One ful] half of the fairy build-
ing is allotted to the display of lier riches and resources,
her industry and power—in which her vast tributary
possessions in the East and the West—(India, Canada,
and the isles of the ocean)—all glittering with barbaric
pomp, are made to revolve in their due order around the
central orb, dazzling by the splendor of lier own aceun-
mulated and gorgeous wealth, The mind is so acted
upon by this studious display of boundless dominion and
riches and power in the hands of a single nation, that jt
hardly recovers from the impression in passing throuyh
the successive departments allotted to other nations ; for
however well filled many of them are with the choicest
productions of exquisite taste and -superior skill, they
all scem dwarfed in comparison with the gigantic de-
velopment of England at home. In this state of cy-
lebited inferiority, these nations may legitimately take to
themselves the consolation of the lion prestrate bencath
the man in the painting—that tite man and not the lion
was the painter,

It France, which originated the idea of an exhibition
of the products of the arts and industry of all nations,
hiad been permitted by her internal condition to earry it
inte exccution, and Paris instead of' London had been
the scene of jts presentation, a8 very greut diflerence
would, doubtless, have been made in the relative posi-
tion and appearance of the competing nations. In that
case the advantage of being chez soi, concurring with
her unrivalled taste and artistic science, and the won-
derful resources of her national gemwus and industry,
weuld have assigned to her the rank of primacy which
is now held by England in the London Exhibition, Nor
would the other nations have had reason to comnplain of
the change of venue, The bright climate of France and
the cordial and genial temper of the people, so readily
fraternizing with the other families of mankind, would
have made of what has been a stern and somewhat
jealous encounter of rival pretensions a real jubdlee of
the heart and senses, marking an era in the social inter-
course and happiness of nations, as well as in their in.
dustrial progress. As it is, the Exhibition has mainly
the character of a highly successful speculation, very
sagaciously managed, on British account.

You will wish to know what sort of fizure we of the
United States have made in this great international con-
eress of Industry and the arts. The objects which oc-
chpy much the largest space in the Exhibition, and which
have been the chief polnts, indeed, of popular attraction,
are obiects of luxury and ornament, exceedingly costly
hoth in their material and workmanship, and intended
to minister to the factitious wants of overgrown wealth,
In the British departinent alone I counted not less than
twenty large rooms, with the inscriptionin glaring capi-
tals above thein of the adored ¢ precious metals.” The
same general character of costly magnificence, varying
only in the details, predominaced in all the rest of the
European departments, from the exquisite mosaics of
Italy, and the rich silks and porcelains and jewelry of
['rance,to the beautiful and eleborute nalachites of Rus-
sia, and was conspicuous even in the *“barbaric pearl
and gold ” of the Asiatic and African contributions.

In entering into a competition ot so much gorgeous-
ness as this, it was hardly to be expeeted that so young
and sinple and republican a people as that of the United
States would ke a very brilliant delut, [ always re-
gretted, therefore, that we entered the lists as general
competitors. If' we had gone in simply and avowedly to
ghow the nations of the old world some of the most
valuable improvements we had made ir those manly and
useful arts adapted to our circumstances and vigorous
youth, and hud contented ourselves with an allotment of
spice proportioned to that object, we should huve nvoid-
ed some mortification, at first, to our national pride. A
large space, however, was demanded 1 the outset for
the display of American contributions, which, aiter swuc-
cessive retrenchments, remained impertectly filled, and
the efligy of the Ainerican eagle,dn very exazgerated and
colessal proportions, was conspicuously placed above
the whole. Thke Times, the Coryphieus of the English
press, immediately seized upon these circumstances with
its_accustomed benevolence towards the United States,
taunting us with “the solitwde in the Crystal Palace
over which the Awmerican eagle stretched its mighty
wings.” and representing “the space we had grasped in
the Exhibition as being as impertectly occupied as our
vast continent.”

In spite of these mistakes of our own, and the ill-
natured use made of them to our disadvantage by the
critics, the solid and intrinsic merit of the Awerican part
of the Exhibition finally made itself felt and appreciated
by all, and it is now I think universally admitted, even
in England, wherc so many jealousies and prejudices are
to be overcotne, that in an industrial and useful point of
view, ne pation contributed more to the Exhibition than
the United States. 1 amn nost happy to be able to say
to you that nothing has had so powerful an agency in
working out this honorable result for our national repu-
tation as a Virginian invention, of which you were one
of the earliest patrons, and which hasreceived the highest
honors at the Exhibition, and is now muking a sort of
triumphal progress through England—I mean MecCor-
inick’s Reaping Machine. It was the successful trial of
this machine on the farm of Mr. Mechi, at Tip Tree, on
the 20th ot July last, eliciting asit did the wonder and
admiration of all who withiessed it, that comnmenced the
reaction in favor of American contributions to the Kx-
hibition. The Englishi people began then to think that
sonie “ good thing might coine out of our transatlantic
Nazaretl,” and from time to time they bestowed some-
thing more than e passing, supercilious glance at the
American depuartient of the Crystal Palace, and found
in it other products of American genius and skill, which
convinced them ¢gat, in this age of progress and inven-
tion, stimutated to extraordinary fecundity in the new

- world, there are not & few things they may learn with

advantage of younger nations than themseltves,

Of these other achicvements of American ingenuity I
have not the time to speak. You have scen them all
noticed in the newspaper reports of the Ixhibition.
They have, the greater part of them undoubtedly, a very
high order of merit; but I think 1am not misled by a
natural partiality for an invention of my own State
when I say that the reuping machine has done most of
all to redeem the honor of our country in the trying, and,
to us for a time, apparently hopeless contests of the Lix-
hibition. In proof of this, it i8 sufiicient to mention the
fact that it is invariably placed at the head of all the
American triwmphs in the various notices of the
Exhibition which has been frem time to time pub-
lished by the Eurvpesn press. [ have now before me
the leading article of The London Times of the 24 in-
glunt—the first numnber of that journal which acknowi-
edged the substantial success of the American part of
the Exhibition—in which that success and the reaping

- machine, which so much contributed to it are thus o
~ticed:

“On the other hand, it is beyond all deniul that every
ractical success of the seuson belongs to the Americans,
Lieir consigiiments showed pootly at first, but came out well
npon trial. Their reaping-machine has carried conviction to
the heart of the British agriculturist. ‘Their revolvers
threaten to revelutionize military tactics as completely as
the original discovery of gunpowder. Their yacht tukes u
class to itgelf.”

And again, in an article of the same journal of the 27th
instant, reviewing the general result of the Extibition,
are the following remarks:

“One point that strikes us foreibly on ot survey of the last
fewmonths,isthe extraordinary contrast which theattractive
and the useful featuresof the tiispluy present, It will be re-
membered that the American department waus, at first, re-
garded as the peorest and least interesting of all foreign
countries. Of late it has justly assumed a position of the
first importance, ns having brought to the uid of our distress-
ed agriculturists a machine which, if it realizes the antici-

ations of competent judges, will wmply remunerate England
or all hter outlay connected with the Great Exbibition,
The reuping machine from the United States is the most val-
uable contribution from abroad to the stock of our previous
knowledga that we have yet discovered, and several fucts in
connection with it are not a little remarkable.”

It has been & source of patriotic, and I trust legitimate
pride, to me as a Virginian that an invention emanating
from my own State, and I may say from my own neigh.
borhood indeed, hay done 80 much to procure honor to
the American name abroad, and to vindicate the clains
of American genius and enterprise to the respect and
gratitude of other nations. In these feelings you and
your friends around you, who know 30 well both the in-
vention and the inventor, will, [ am sure, largely share,
I cannot describe to you thefeelings of home delight, not
unmixed with triumph, with which, on one of the days
that I atténded the Exhibition, I'saw the “ Virginia
Grain Reaper” (for by that name McCormick himself
entered his machine on the ofticial catalogue of the Ex-
hibition) as much surrounded by curious and interested
spectators as the priceless Indian dismnond—the Xoh-i-
noor or Mountain of Light—which usually attracts the
largest and most cager crowds. It is in the country,
however, when it is at work, sweeping with case over
its fifteen or twenty acres of thick-standing wheat a day,
that it excites the strongest enthusiasm, as it achievey
1ts greatest trivinphs,  On somne of these oceasions as
many as fifteen hundred or two thousand persons have
been assembled to witness its performance, and they
have cheered it withloud and hearty plaudits, when it has
finished a row or turned a corner of the field, asifit were
some great living hero or conquerer. McCormnick him-
self has been feted ; and when in acknowledging a toast
with true Washingtonian modesty and Spartan brcvity:
he said he was ‘‘more accustomed to working than
speaking, and preferred always that his machine should
speak for itself,” he brought down ag thundering ap-
plausc as cver greeted an orator in the House of Comn-
Imons.

Everybody in England now wonders that a machine
at once so simple and so effective, and go precisely
adapted to the wants of British agriculture, should never
have been invented and brought to perfection by some of
their own people, and that it should have been reserved

~for a modest inhabitant of the mountains of Virginia,
" .morethan three thousand miles distant, to conceive and
- exccute and bring to them what so exactly suited them,

without their having been able previously to form a dig-
tinct conception either of its nature or ils practicability,
What renders this the more extrasrdinary (and it is a
circumstance which greatly enhances boththe merit and

the glory of the American invention) is that the mindy of
the most ingenious mechanicians in Great Britain had
been earnestly directed to the same ebject, for the cata-
logue of the Iixhibition registers no less than cight dif-
ferent but very imperfect essays towards its accomplish-
mncnt, My own observation last year at the annual meet-
ing of the Royal Agricultural Society of England con-
vinced me that a good reaping machine was the great
desideratum in British agriculture, In the immense and
almost infinitely diversitied cellection of agricultural im-
plements displayed there, no instrument of that kind was
seen, and yet it was evident that in a climate go humid
and uncertain some accelerated and at the same time
cconomical process of getting intheir harvest was a mat-
ter of the highest importance, I immediately wrote to
our friend C. J. Meriwether, as he will doubticss recol-
Ject, that it the Virginia Reaper were sent out to the
Great Exhibition of the next year, for which the arrange-
nients were then coinmencing, it would make the for-
tune of its inventor, It has not only done this, but it
has reaped a harvest of honor and renown tor himself,
his native State, and the reputation of American genius
In general, which is a result far more to be prized.

With this encouraging example betore us, are we not
strongly invited to some changein the direction which
has been heretofore so exclusively given to the youthful
tulent of eur State? As soon as our young men leave
College, they crowd by hundreds into what are called
the learned professions, which are alroady filled to re-
pletion ; or they devote themselves to a stifl more sterile
and unprofitable employment of their faculties, both for
thersclves and the country, in mere party politics, If
the sane amount of mind and energy were applied to
those useful practical pursuits in which science is the
auxiliary of urt in indetinitely multiplying the results of
lnbor and unfolding the latent capabilities of nature,
what a magical change would soon be manifested in the
prosperity and power of our ancient Commonwealth—
rich, as all admit her to be, in every element of moral,
intellectual and material wealth.

In reflecting upon this subject, as I often do with a
solicitude ever alive to the honor and destinies of my
native State, I have thought thut some modification of
the systems of education pursued in most of our public
schools would greatly contribute, and is perhaps indis-
pensable, to introduce the change which appears so de-
sirable in the active direction of our mental resources,
Could not that education he made more practical, with-
out abating anything from the high stundard of scicnce
and learning which should characterize it, simply by .
giving more development to the applications of science to |
the various branches ofindustry and art, as is done in
the admirable institutions of this country, the Ecole
Polytechnique, the Ecole des Ponts et Chaussées, the Ilcole
des Mines and the Ecole Centrale des Arts et Manufuc-
tures, fromn which England with her usual gsagacity, has
taken a hint in the cstablishment of her * Governmeut
school of mines and science applied to the arts,” not
being able to engraft these new studies upon the ancient |
and chartered systems of her Universities. Whether the
object is to be accomplished with us by some moditica-
tion in existing institutions, or by the establishment of |
new and special institutions, is a question on which [
ain not prepared to pronounce an opinion. Those who
are more competent than myself, recognising the utility
of the end, will I trust, devise the proper means, and my
prayers will be for the success of whatever they shall
adopt, us they ever are for the happiness and prosperity
in all things, of my native land.

Most truly and faithtully yoyrs,
: W, €. Rives,
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