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Aims, objectives and learning outcomes: 
The main aim of the course is to provide students with an understanding of the role of some types of methods and approaches on the research organization, practical planning and work in the field. During the sessions we will discuss meanings and understandings of some methods of qualitative research (such as participant observation, organization of interview and its analysis, organization of focus –groups discussions and its analysis and selection of case studies). PhD students will try to use and discuss the proposed methods in the context of their research projects. This approach will give PhD students opportunity to critically evaluate their methods of research and work out useful strategies for the project realization. 
1 topic: Scientific research and Research design: 

Subject and object of research. Qualitative and quantitative approaches. The formulation of main questions to which the research has to give answer. Discussion of PhD students’ research projects.
2 topic. Interviews: Interviewing as a research tool. The interview as a conversation: postmodern thought, hermeneutics, phenomenology and dialectics. Qualitative research in science and in practice.  Designing of an interview study, coding of interiews. Ethical issues of interviews. The interview setting. Quality of the interview. Transformation of speech to the text. The methods of interview analysis. The interpretation of interviews and construction of their validity. 
3 topic: Case study: What is a “case study”? Case study and research design. The representative case study: the right selection. What is important for the case study? Design of the case study and researcher approaches. Collection and selection of materials in the field. The analysis, generalisation and theory implications.
4 topic: Field work: observation and writing the field notes
What is observation? Data is gathered through close visual inspection of a natural setting. Participant observation and developing field notes. Importance of interactional details.

5 topic: Focus -group method

The focus group interview is “a research technique that collects data through group interaction on a topic determined by the researcher” (Morgan 1996:130). How to differentiate kinds of group interviews. The focus group interviewing-  data gathering technique, coding and analysis.
	


· Key Topics and methods of presentation
	Topics
	Class description
	Activities

	1
	1 PhD research as a project. The project’s key elements and output
	Presentation and discussion

	2
	2 topic: Interview
	Lecture, exercises, discussion

	3
	2 topic: Interview
	Discussion of reading material and analysis of  PhD students’ interviews

	4
	3 topic: Case study
	Lecture/discussion of case study sample

	5
	3 topic: Case study – PhD students presentation of justified cases and their analysis
	Presentation and discussion

	6
	4 Writing the field notes
	Presentation and exercises 

	7
	5 topic: Focus – groups method
	Lecture/exercise

	8
	5 topic: Focus -group results analysis
	Discussion on PhD students presentations of result analysis


Evaluation through take-home assignments:
· Each PhD student has to conduct interview and its analysis (25%)
· Prepare a case study plan and describe its strategy and justification (25%)
· Conduct one 15 min focus -group discussion on his/her topic of research and present the results (25%)
· Write the field notes and observation description on proposed topic (25%)
Course material will include:

· articles from recognized scientific journals on a broad range of topics related to discussed methods of research;
· working examples and case studies;
· Internet resources;
Reading list:
Scientific research and Research design:

Creswell, John W. Research design : qualitative & quantitative approaches  Thousand Oaks, Cal. : Sage Publications, c1994. CEU library:

Herbert, Martin, Planning a research project : a guide for practitioners and trainees in the helping professions, London : Cassell, 1993, c1990;   CEU library: Reading Hall II/ Sociology, 300./72 HER
Interview:
Kvale, Steinar- Interviews: an introduction to qualitative research interviewing, Thousand Oaks, Calif.: Sage 1993. CEU library:

Case study:
Jacques Hamel, with Stéphane Dufour, Dominic Fortin. Case study methods /. Newbury Park: Sage Publications, 1993; Open Stacks /Working: WP Papers
How to do your case study: a guide for students and researchers / Gary Thomas Los Angeles, Calif.; London: SAGE, 2011
CEU library: Reading Hall II/ Sociology Call Number: 300./723 THO 

	
	Thomas, Gary -How to do your case study : a guide for students and researchers . Los Angeles, Calif.; London : SAGE, 2011. CEU library: Reading Hall II/ Sociology: 300./723 KRU


	John Gerring. Case study research: principles and practices, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

 CEU library: Reading Hall II/ Sociology and Closed Stacks / Books,  300./72 GER 


Robert E. Stake The art of case study research, Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications, c1995
CEU library: Reading Hall II/ Sociology Call Number: 300./722 STA 
Field notes:
Robert M. Emerson. Writing Ethnographic Field notes. University of Chicago Press1995  

focus -group method:

David W. Stewart, Prem N. Shamdasani, Focus groups : theory and practice. Newbury Park, Calif. : Sage Publications, c1990. CEU Library: Closed Stacks / Books. 300./723 STE
Richard A. Krueger, Focus groups: a practical guide for applied research, Thousand Oaks, Cal. : Sage Publications, c1994
Links to Key Resources and websites
Field Research

http://www.researchconnections.org/childcare/datamethods/fieldresearch.jsp

· Inventory of Conflict & Environment (ICE) Database  – A project of the American University, featuring 200 case studies examining relationships between conflict and environment.



http://www.qrca.org/?page=whatisqualresearch
Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research
http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs
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